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GRASS CLIPPINGS 

DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

Membership Renewal Reminder 
Hi Folks,  
Many of our DBA memberships expired at the end of February.  Thanks to everyone who promptly 
renewed their memberships.  However, a significant number of memberships still need to be 
renewed.   Please check the mailing label on this newsletter.  If it says “expires 2-13” above your 
name then your membership needs to be renewed.  You may renew either by mail or from our 
website.  To renew by mail simply fill out the form in the newsletter, enclose a check made out to 
DBA, then mail it to the address listed.  To renew from the website go to www.desertbluegrass.org, 
look for the “join DBA” area, click the “buy now” button and follow the instructions.  Either way is 
simple and easy.   So renew today and keep supporting Bluegrass Music in Southern Arizona. 
Mike Headrick 

INTRODUCING THE 2013 DBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

At the annual membership meeting on February 10, 2013, A new slate of DBA Officers and Trustees 
was elected. 

Officers 

John David, President – John retired as a Senior Engineering Fellow from 
Raytheon in 2011 after 42 years in the defense business.  He spent 26 of those 
years with Texas Instruments in Dallas, Texas.  John and his wife, Karen, have lived 
in Tucson since 1999.  He has been a member of the DBA since 2003, and plays 
guitar, considering himself an intermediate player.  He is also the Editor of the DBA 
bi-monthly newsletter, Grass Clippings.  John is a veteran of the U.S. Navy having 
served prior to attending Syracuse University in the '60's.  His last name is 

pronounced “Dah 'Veed.”  Thanks to his Dad, It is Louisiana French.  John, however, grew up in 
Upstate New York. 

Bonnie Lohman, Vice-President – Bonnie worked in the field of Ob-Gyn as a 
nurse’s aide, Registered nurse and then Nurse Practitioner for 33 years.  She started 
playing guitar in her youth, put that aside to raise her children.  Bonnie played back 
up guitar with the AZ Old Time fiddlers for 3 years and was then recruited to play 
bass in High Desert, an established bluegrass band.  She learned bass, then went on 
to banjo, autoharp and now fiddle.  In 1995, she and a group of bluegrass fans pooled 
resources and time to start the DBA.  And the rest, as they say, 
is history. Continued on Page   3 

http://www.desertbluegrass.org


Newsletter Editor--John David: For information concerning letters to the editor, reviews, contributing newsletter  
articles, submitting Concert & Band Listing information, Contact John via phone at (520)400-8853, e-mail, 
jldavid3@q.com, or snail mail, 8205 E. Crooked Tree Trail, Tucson, AZ 85715 

Webmaster--Andy MacLeod: For information concerning the DBA website www.desertbluegrass.org contact the 
webmaster at rivermapper@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary--Mike Headrick: To join the DBA, renew a membership or submit an address change, contact 
Mike via phone at (520) 760-0745, email, MBHeadrick@aol.com or snail mail, 13308 Placita el Algodon Tucson, AZ 
85749 

Publicity--Mike Headrick: Contact Mike at (520) 760-0745 or mbheadrick@aol.com  

Booking Bands--Bonnie Lohman: To book a DBA band for an event, phone 520-349-4812 or email, 
basslady78@comcast.net 

Advertising-- John David: To purchase advertising in our newsletter, contact by phone or email 

How to Contact the DBA 

OFFICERS 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTIZING PRICES 
 
1/4 PAGE--$25 PER ISSUE, $100 ANNUAL   1/2 PAGE--$40 PER ISSUE, $160 ANNUAL 
FULL PAGE--$60 PER ISSUE $240 ANNUAL   CLASSIFIED ADS--$5 FOR 5 LINES OR LESS* 

*DBA Members Free, Space Permitting 

The opinions expressed in the DBA newsletter are those of the writers and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the Desert Bluegrass Association, its staff or members. Reviews, concert listings, band announcements and 
advertising are for informational purposes only and do not constitute an endorsement by the Desert Bluegrass 
Association. In the event of an error, our liability is limited to printing a correction. Copyright 2013,. All Rights 
Reserved. 
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President:: John David   (520)400-8853   jldavid3@q.com 

Vice President: Bonnie Lohman  (520)349-4812  basslady78@comcast.net 

Secretary:  Mike Headrick   (520) 760-0745   mbheadrick@aol.com 

Treasurer:  Nannette Akins   (520) 591-4178   nannetteak@aol.com 

TRUSTEES 

Geoff Fox     (520) 731-3601  geoffqfox@hotmail.com 

Jo Ann Shifflet    (520) 647-4496  joscuts@yahoo.com 

Andy MacLeod    (520) 237-9832  rivermapper@gmail.com 

Rudy Mamula    (520) 977-5543  tucsonrudy@msn.com 

Jim (Doc) Reifschneider   (520) 290-6615  reifdoc@aol.com 

Jim Sanchez     (520) 869-8468  james.sanchez@q.com 

Charlie Sides     (520)579-5918  sides7@juno.com 

Paul “Doc” Simpson    (520) 298-9746  crimeshrink@gmail.com 
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Mike Headrick, Secretary & Membership Chairman – Mike Headrick is a native of 
Eastern Tennessee.  He and his wife Betty moved west to attend graduate school at 
Stanford and they have stayed "out west."  As an engineer and manager, Mike 
developed new products for IBM for 27 years.  Since retiring in 2000, he has served 
as the long time secretary for the DBA and has been festival coordinator for 
Tucson's Annual Desert Bluegrass Festival now in its 14th year. 

Nannette Akins, Treasurer – Nannette brings over 35 years of accounting skills to 
our board.  She is currently the Head of School for the Abbie Loveland Tuller School 
in Tucson, AZ, and wears many different hats in this position.  Her favorite is the 
accounting hat that allows her to (as she says) have fun time.  Her family is the most 
important thing in her life other than her belief in God who cares for all.  Nannette is 
not a musician but supports music by bringing other talents to the DBA. 

Trustees 

Rudy Mamula – Rudy has had many career changes in his life: U.S. Army '69-'72, 
Ohio State Grad '77, IBM 10 yrs., construction 12 years, life coach and music director 
at "The Ranch" for 4years.  Rudy plays guitar, mandolin, fiddle, upright bass and 
Cajun squeezebox.  He heads up the Dusty River Boys as MC and all around pain in 
the butt.  Rudy was president of the DBA for two years and is now a board member.  
He loves making music and harmonies with Sam, Bill and Rich and writing new 

songs.  Rudy is a strong advocate for promoting local bands. 
....so take 'em down and tune 'em up and play the music that I love!!!! 

Paul Simpson – Paul "Doc" Simpson is part of the leadership team that teaches the 
Monday Night Bluegrass Workshop.  He has two terrific kids, and three that are only 
so-so.  Doc is half Alabamian and half Greek, and is thankful he can form whole 
sentences in English.  When not picking on a mandolin, Doc is cleverly disguised as 
a criminal forensic psychologist that serves the Arizona Superior Court and the US 
Federal Courts.  For the past 10 years he has conducted trainings in over 300 cities 
and in all 50 states on assessing sexual compulsions / offender populations and on 
implementing Internet safety for children.  Due to the sequester, Doc has recently 

been laid off from his weekend job as a gigolo, which his probation officer feels is for the best.  
When asked about his future plans, Doc states "After I successfully complete my probation, I'm 
looking forward to getting back together with Angelina Jolie. She's crazy about bluegrass players, 
except for banjos." 

Jo Ann Shifflet – Jo Ann was born and raised in Idaho and has lived with her 
husband and kids here in Tucson for almost 4 years.  She has been singing and 
playing the guitar for most of her life and is having fun branching out to other 
instruments like mandolin, fiddle, ukulele, and bass since becoming a member of the 
DBA.  A mother of three grown children, Jo Ann stays busy working as a part-time 
music teacher in a local elementary school.  She also has several private music 
students and belongs to a few performing groups, she gets the chance to be on 

stage quite often, a place she is very comfortable with.  Jo Ann lives for making people happy 
through her music and enjoys sharing her gift of song. 

INTRODUCING THE 2013 DBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(CONTINUED) 

Continued on Page   5 
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Charlie Sides –  A native Texan, Charlie is currently a Snowbird alternating between 
the State of Washington & Arizona.  An Engineering graduate from Texas A & M 
University, he retired as a Manager from the Boeing Co, 16 years ago.  He has been 
the V.P. for the DBA for the past 4 years during which time he founded and led 
several different Bluegrass Jams in NW Tucson area.  Currently, he is a principle in a 
Bluegrass Band Booking agency, i.e S&S Bluegrass Promotions.  In 2011, he 
initiated the Marana Bluegrass Festival and was also instrumental in staging the 

Marana Summer Bluegrass Concert Series last year.  Currently, Charlie is involved in staging the 
2013 Marana Bluegrass Festival. 

Jim Sanchez – Jim retired January of 2010 from Qwest Communications. Jim had 
previously worked with other communications company's throughout his career 
including Contel of California, MCI, Sprint etc. Jim plays the guitar and enjoys 
bluegrass music for its acoustic sound. Jim is involved with the DBA Board of 
Directors-Trustee and runs the Northwest DBA workshop on Wednesday's. Jim 
served in the U.S. Navy with an Honorable Discharge. Jim is also one of the 
principles in creating the Marana Bluegrass Festival. 

Jim Reifschneider – Jim grew up in NW Oregon.  He started playing guitar at 6 
years old behind his father, who was a well-known fiddler.  Jim was fortunate to 
grow up with the Bluegrass of Mr. Monroe and Flatt and Scruggs, who he was able 
to meet and see in person on occasion.  Jim was also steeped in the music of 
Jimmy Rogers, the Carter Family and others.  He continues to focus on traditional 
Bluegrass music and plays banjo, mandolin, acoustic bass, dobro, and other slide, 
and non-slide guitars.  Jim is a past president of the DBA, and has practiced internal 
medicine in Tucson since 1976. 

Geoff Fox – Geoff was born and raised in Madison, Wisconsin.  He left for the U of A 
to learn science and discovered Bluegrass music and the mysteries of the 5-string 
banjo.  Following a stint in the Army, he piled in on higher and deeper (got his PhD) in 
neuroscience at riot U. (Berkeley) and then spent the next few decades trying to 
figure out what brain structures and mechanisms account for banjo pickers superior 
intelligence and likability.  He continues that quest as an active member of the DBA. 

Andy MacLeod - Andy serves the DBA as a Trustee, Webmaster, and gofer at the 
annual Desert Bluegrass Festival.  He took up the mandolin in 2006 after a lifetime of 
saying “someday I want to learn to play”.  His other interests include scuba diving, 
travel, mountain biking, and electric cars. 

INTRODUCING THE 2013 DBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(CONTINUED) 

I feel good about being able to take bluegrass on to television like 'Letterman' and 
'The View,' and I've heard nice things about being able to do that.  I really haven't 
felt any negativity toward me or my music. 

 Steve Martin 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/steve_martin.html
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Bill Breen 
Scruggs style banjo by ear  520-544-
2418 

Corrine Cortese 
Fiddle lessons  520-235-3199 

Rudy Cortese 
Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 

Nick Coventry 
Fiddle lessons  805-252-1851 

Greg Morton 
Bluegrass Guitar lessons  520-682-
2558 

Andy McCune 
Bluegrass & clawhammer banjo, man-
dolin, and beginning Dobro  520-869-
6818 

Peter McLaughlin 
Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & 
advanced  520-247-1027 

Mike Purdy 
Guitar & mandolin  520-318-0659 

Jeff Sanders 
Guitar & banjo  Chicago Store 
Eastside   850-9802 

J.P. Thom-Gronachan 
Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  
520-682-6201 

Lora Staples 
Fiddle and Violin lessons 
Location: Online 
RedDesertFiddle.com; 
RedDesertViolin.com  
Email: Lora@RedDesertViolin.com 

INSTRUCTION 

BANDS 
Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 

Buffelgrass 
Tim Barrett   520-235-3518 
azslim@theguitargarden.com 
www.buffelgrassband.com 

Crystal Ridge Bluegrass Band 
Brian Davies   520-349-9497 
www.MusicTucson.com  

Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 

Crucial County 
Corrine   520-235-3199 

Drops in the River 
Ky Brown   520-664-5125 
Dropsinriver@gmail.com 
www.myspace.com/dropsintheriver 

Dusty River Boys 
Rich Errico  520 818 0358 
Rerrico1@q.com 

Greg Morton 
520-682-2558 
Greenwood Sidee  
giselle.lee@cox.net  
www.facebook.com/
greenwoodsidee  

Jam Pak Blues 'N' Grass Neigh-
borhood Band  
www.jampak.com  
Anni Beach-  480-963-6811  
Chandler, Arizona 

Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 

Manzanita Bluegrass 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 
Manzanitablue-
grass@dakotacom.net 

Peter McLaughlin 
520-247-1027 

Rusty Strings 
Klyle Stall  520-709-1279 
klylen@aol.com 

Superstition Ridge Bluegrass 
Band  
Larry Martell 480-588-5552 
lpmartell@cox.net 

The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 
The Real Deal Band  
Carlos Saldana 480-233-3241  
www.facebook.com/realdealband  
the_realdealband@yahoo.com  

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-904-6050 
www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/
pages/The-Titan-Valley-
Warheads/161939573828277  

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 

Whistle Stop 
Carol Pearse   970-375-9428 
Whistlestopbluegrass@gmail.com 
www.whistlestopbluegrass.com 

TO INSTRUCTORS AND BANDS 
 

Would you like your services, band, and or concerts listed on our website 
(www.desertbluegrass.org)? Current DBA members can be listed by sending their 
contact information to Andy MacLeod at desertbluegrasswebmaster@gmail.com. Refer 
to the 'Links' tab on the homepage for the bands and instructors. For band concert 
information I will do my best to get your listing posted in a timely manner onto the 
'Events - Concerts' tab. Please send me plain text with the details for the webpage. A 

pdf flyer can also be posted as a link from the Concerts page.  

callto:+1235-3518
http://www.desertbluegrass.org
mailto:desertbluegrasswebmaster@gmail.com
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GREAT WEBSITES 
Desert Bluegrass Association 
www.desertbluegrass.org 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
www.arizonabluegrass.com 

Bluegrass Arizona Blog 
www.bluegrassarizona.blogspot.com 

Daily Dose of Bluegrass; 
www.bluegrassonthetube.com 

Bluegrass Lyrics 
http://bluegrasslyrics.com/ 

Bluegrass Tablature 
http://www.alltabs.com/
bluegrass_tabs.php 

Guitar: 
www.bluegrassguitar.com/ 

Fiddle:  
www.fiddlehangout.com  

Banjo: 
www.banjohangout.org 

Bass: 
www.bluegrassbassplace.com  

Mandolin: 
www.mandohangout.com/ 

Dobro: 
www.reso-nation.org 
www.resohangout.com 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS 

New Members: 
Billy Tyndall      Tucson 
Tom Wickliffe     Billings, MT 
Jack Baker      Tucson 
Robert & Sylvia Percival     Casa Grande 
Jim Tyler   Tucson 
James Kerstin  Wayzata, MT 
Bill & Darlene Sturgal         Hereford 
Mike Spacone  Tucson 

 
David Younkin  Centerville, OH 
Terry Hutson   Peoria, AZ 
Katherine Obitz  Tucson 
Dean Whitaker  Gila Bend 
Ed Bates   Presque Isle, ME 
Janet & Larry Bolton Tucson 
Morene Stickrod  New Carlisle, OH 
Michael Zbojniewicz  Sparta, MI 
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TUCSON’S 14
TH

 ANNUAL 
DESERT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

PRESENTED BY THE DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION 

Hi folks, 
Mark your calendar.  Our 14th festival is scheduled for  October 25, 26 and 27, 
2013.  The Festival will be held in the he same wonderful venue we have used 
for the past two years, the AVA Amphitheater at Casino del Sol.  For those that 
have not attended a DBA Festival at the AVA Amphitheater, with 1,779 
reserved seats and more than 2,700 lawn seats, the AVA offers a truly intimate 
setting for festivalgoers.  The festival planning committee is working hard to 
present another great event. 

For starters, we will have the 2012 IBMA Emerging Artists of the Year as our headline act.   Joe 
Mullins & The Radio Ramblers have an energetic mix of quality Bluegrass and Gospel music, a 
professional presentation, inventive instrumental work, a good variety of vocal arrangements 
including a capella quartets and tasteful, down-home humor.  Their 
professionalism and successful, heavily played recordings have kept them in Continued on Page  10 
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TUCSON’S 14
TH

 ANNUAL 
DESERT BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL 

(CONTINUED) 

demand with a national audience.  JMRR have 
been seen by thousands of fans across the 
country at such national events as Gettysburg 
Bluegrass Festival, Bean Blossom, Red White & 
Bluegrass, Silver Dollar City’s Bluegrass & BBQ, 
Musicians Against Childhood Cancer, Bluegrass 
Nights At The Ryman, and the IBMA’s Fan Fest, 
among others.  And in October, they will perform 
in Tucson so make your plans now. 

If you would like to help in the planning and 
execution of the festival please contact me at 
mbheadrick@aol.com or at 520-760-0745.  So 
watch for updates in Grass Clippings, on our 
website or on Facebook (Tucson’s Annual 
Desert Bluegrass Festival).  But, as I said, mark 
your calendar now. 

Mike Headrick 
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PLAYING GIGS FOR THE DBA 
By Bonnie Lohman, Vice President 

For many years, various members of the DBA have volunteered their time, 
talents and equipment to play gigs and donate the proceeds to the club to be 
used for the various activities supported by our association. 

On March 2, DBA members Marilyn Hulbert, Joanne Shifflet, John Camm and 
Bonnie Lohman played for The Tucson Bronx Club.  This is the second year in a 
row that we have been invited  to play for their meeting. 

Several members of this configuration of the DBA band meet on a weekly basis 
to play bluegrass and old time music at Bookman's.  The three women have a 
band called Desert Lilies, which has been featured at the Tucson Women’s 
Commission at their last Saturday event.  These two groups melded to form a 
band to provide the music for the New Yorkers.  Marilyn graciously provided 

sound equipment for the event.  
Our members who offer their 
equipment are to be thanked as 
there is always a possibility of 
damage to delicate microphones 
and speakers when transporting, 
setting up and using sound 
equipment. 

The band had a lot of fun, taking 
requests, playing off of the pre 
selected set list, and providing 
information and education as to 
what bluegrass music is and the 
DBA’s part in promoting said 
music.  Marilyn even provided a 
specialized song for all the Jewish 
members of the audience, of which 
there were many. 

Musicians who are interested in 
volunteering to play a gig, put in 
the practice time and travel are 
encouraged to contact me to sign 
up.  Individuals, groups and 
established bands are welcome.  Send an email to basslady78@comcast.net or phone me at 520-
349-4812. 

This is just one example of the many ongoing opportunities to volunteer for the DBA. 

I just loved the guitar when it came along. I loved it. The banjo was something I 
really liked, but when the guitar came along, to me that was my first love in 
music. 

 Doc Watson 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/doc_watson.html
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Continued on Page  16 

A STOLEN GUITAR STORY & HISTORY 

WITH A SWEET ENDING 
By Slim Coyote 

(CONTINUED FROM FEBRUARY/MARCH NEWSLETTER) 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  As we left Slim in the last newsletter, he was searching for his stolen Martin D-35 
Guitar.  He found it on E-Bay, listed by a store in a Burlington, Vermont.  Slim calls the store and 
verifies they have his prized D-35 and also finds out that they are receiving many offers from around 
the world. We now continue this amazing story. 

The store owner says they put a private video together and were sending it 
out to prospective buyers.  Slim goes to the private YouTube site and sees 
this guy playing his guitar and thinks, “God, this is like watching some other 
guy doing his girlfriend or wife, that’s my baby!”  So, with this guy ‘smiling at 
me’ saying “how good it is, the price was $4500 and if I pay without paypal I 
could get it for $4250.”  Gee, thanks, selling my own baby back to me at a 
deal!.  Funny thing, in one of the emails the owner says “its got my name on 
it you still want it?”  He doesn’t know I’m really the owner of it and Sergeant 
Brunelle is on the way to seize it. 

Now things are moving fast, Slim is on the phone with the Sheriff as they 
both continue to make positive identification.  He pulls up the original report 
and both are looking at the online site.  Calls go back and forth with Vermont 
police dept.  Sgt. Brunelle finally seizes it.  The store owners give up the 
guitar with reservations.  After much serial number identifications from 

Slims’ file folder, with all the repairs and work done to it with photos of it, and meetings proving its 
Slims’, it finally gets released from the Burlington Police Dept. and gets shipped to the Graham 
County Sheriffs’ Dept. but is still considered evidence.  Photos are taken of the damage from 
scratches and large dings in the top.  It was valued around $6-$7,000 but with the dings, it has lost 
value, but who cares.  His “Baby” is back in his arms again (like that Pasty Cline song). 

Then begins the back-tracking of how many hands it went through.  Thank you, Sheriff Preston 
Allred and Detective Jacob Carpenter for tracing this back.  It’s the longest time of recovery they 
ever had.  Slim wasn’t about to give up on this baby, he knew this racehorse would eventually show 
up somewhere no matter how long it took to find it. 

Following the ‘tracks’: 

1. Thief trades it to a ‘fellow’ (we know the names but won’t say for legal reasons) and trades it for a 

couple of cars and ‘things’. 

2. This ‘fellow’ then gives it to his brother for ‘cleaning up his act’ in rehab as a gift, he plays it for a 

while then, 

3. He moves to Tucson, eventually selling it to Guitar Center music chain. Now anything over $1000 

value they require positive identification of who they’re buying from. 

4. Tucson Guitar Center chain ends up selling it to the owners of Music Live of Burlington VT. And I 

believe when they came from a trip to Calif. passing thru Tucson, for $3000. On the way back to 
Vermont. 
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Last Summer I had the privilege of traveling to Levelland TX for Camp 
Bluegrass with 10 other Tucsonians and what a great time we had!  One 
interesting thing we noticed while at camp was the presence of a handful of 
young folks.  These kids were anywhere from age 13-18 and their 
enthusiasm was infectious.  This inspired our fearless leader Paul Simpson 
and the Camp Bluegrass Scholarship Committee was formed.  From the 
time we arrived back home our committee has been busy earning money in 
various ways to help send kids from Tucson to Camp Bluegrass 2013.  
Besides passing the collection bottle at workshop and other DBA events we 
have sold buttons, crafts and other useful donated items.  We have also 
held 

benefit concerts featuring our 
youth who are going to camp 
with us this summer.  Kay 
Standerford  has been very 
helpful in hosting two different 
concerts at her residence, 
Rincon RV.  Both those 
concerts which featured our 
youth performing bluegrass 
brought in almost $600.00.  We 
are so proud of our youth! 

Diego Sauceda  who just turned 
17, enjoys spending time in his 
youth group at church and 
brings his guitar and performs 
there frequently.   He is the 
oldest in his family and his 
favorite class at school is guitar, of course, and his second favorite class is culinary arts.  Last 
February Diego was a guest visitor at the North West Workshop where he received a special gift 
from Jim Sanchez.  A beautiful rhythm guitar signed by the members of the band Blue Highway and 
Chris Jones.   Last Monday at workshop  he entertained us all with a song he wrote about a cat fight 
he heard outside his bedroom window.  Diego is very creative and eager to learn and we are so 
excited to have him join us this summer at Camp Bluegrass. 

Annie Doughty is also 17 and is already an accomplished violinist.  She has been playing the violin 
since she was very small but recently, in the last few years has really taken a liking to bluegrass 
fiddling.  Some of her other interests are sewing, cooking, and all things to do with horses.  She 
loves studying about the old west and frontier living.  Fiddle tunes are a big part of our national 
history.  Annie is also the oldest in her family, she has one little sister who looks up to her.  They do 
a lot of things together including a karate class which falls on Monday nights right before workshop.  
Annie has picked up the nick-name “Ninja Fiddler” because of this.  We are so glad she is on board 
with us in going to Camp Bluegrass  this summer. 

Kayleigh Mathews, who is 18, has been singing most of her life already; she 

INTRODUCING OUR CAMP BLUEGRASS TEENS 
By Jo Ann Shifflet, DBA Trustee 

Continued on Page  16 
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2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  2 6  2 7  

2 8  2 9  3 0      

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Rincon Market 

 2513 E. 6th St . 

 

JAM 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Udall Park 
Ramada 

7200 E. Tanque 
Verde Road  

JAM 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Pinnacle Peak 
Restaurant 

6541 E. Tanque 
Verde Rd. 

D BA Ev e nts  

A pr i l  2 0 13  

JAM 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Music & Arts 

8320 Thornydale 
Rd Suite 150/170   

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

JAM 

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

Emeritus Senior 
Living 

 8151 E. Speedway 

 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

JAM 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Thirsty’s Neigh-
borhood Grill 

2422 N. Pantano  

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

MARANA 
BLUEGRASS 

FESTIVAL 

Ora Mae Park 
13250 N Lon Adams 

Rd , Marana 

MARANA 
BLUEGRASS 

FESTIVAL 

Ora Mae Park 
13250 N Lon Adams 

Rd , Marana 
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S M T W T F S 
   1  2  3  4  

5  6  7  8  9  1 0  1 1  

1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  1 7  1 8  

1 9  2 0  2 1  2 2  2 3  2 4  2 5  

2 6  2 7  2 8  2 9  3 0  3 1   

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Rincon Market 

 2513 E. 6th St . 

 

JAM 

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Udall Park 
Ramada 

7200 E. Tanque 
Verde Road  

JAM 

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Pinnacle Peak 
Restaurant 

6541 E. Tanque 
Verde Rd. 

JAM 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Thirsty’s Neigh-
borhood Grill 

2422 N. Pantano  

JAM 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Music & Arts 

8320 Thornydale 
Rd Suite 150/170   

D BA Ev e nts  

Ma y  2 0 13  

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

JAM 

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

Emeritus Senior 
Living 

 8151 E. Speedway 

 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 

WORKSHOP 
(EAST SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Christ Community 
Church 

 7801 E Kenyon Dr 

WORKSHOP 
(NW SIDE) 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Marana Community 
Center 

 13251 N Lon Adams 
Rd., Marana 
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says it’s her favorite hobby, along with playing the guitar.  She is the oldest of 3.  Her little brother 
also plays guitar and her little sister loves to sing too.  She is a senior at Mt. View High and besides 
her music classes she loves acting as well.  The stage is her home.  Kayleigh is gaining a reputation 
with her fabulous voice around the Tucson area.  She is always there to help at workshop and share 
her talents.  Kayleigh loves little children and works part-time in a preschool.  This takes a lot of love 
and patience, some of Kayleighs greatest quality’s.  Kayleigh plans to go to college in Nashville 
Tenn.  next fall and study Music Business.  We all know she will be a success.  We are so glad we 
get to have her join us this summer at Camp  Bluegrass before she heads off to Nashville. 

INTRODUCING OUR CAMP BLUEGRASS TEENS 
(CONTINUED) 

We have a pretty good idea and evidence points to who did steal it and he’s still in prison for other 
crimes and will be getting out soon, that’s when interrogations start because there is now considered 
two victims in the crime Slim and Guitar Center. Guitar Center has agreed to reimburse Music Live 
in Vermont. Both will prosecute, County Attorney will follow up on it. 

Now some VERY IMPORTANT TIPS; If you have anything of value (Guns, watches, jewelry, Lloyd 
Loir mandolins, Strad fiddles,1935 Herring bone guitars etc.) and you want to keep it, ALWAYS get 
a serial number, model numbers can’t be used.(D-35,D-28,etc.) for identification. Take photos of it, 
with YOU HOLDING IT! (thank you Dear ANNIE BEACH FOR YOUR PHOTO GRAPHS in 06’) it will 
make it easier to prove its yours if ever stolen. 
Document it with records of repairs, etc. It will 
save you a lot of trouble when it comes to positive 
identification. Photograph the case your 
instrument comes in.  Best is to MEMORIZE 
YOUR SERIAL NUMBERS. I know it’s a pain but 
it’s the only way that when you call the Sheriff or 
Police Depts. And you tell them “its yours”, you 
can tell & show them positive ID. BEFORE YOU 
SEE THE INSTRUMENT in their presence. You 
must be able to substantiate your claim of 
ownership. ALWAYS FILE A POLICE REPORT 
WITH SERIAL NUMBERS. Slim had to wait 24 
hours before making positive claim because the 
serial number never got entered into the 2 NATIONAL HOT SHEETS that agencies use for positive 
ID. These hot sheets are issued for all reported high value items listed but MUST HAVE SERIAL 
NUMBERS FOR THEM TO ID. And must match your police report numbers. Always hold onto your 
police report NO MATTER HOW LONG IT TAKES to find your instrument, file it away. I talked to an 
old cowboy poet from New Mexico who had a friend who was contacted by Santa Fe  police when 
they too found his guitar, 10 years later. The guy had totally forgotten about it, fortunately the cops 
checked it and it was stolen. Continued on Page  18 

A STOLEN GUITAR STORY & HISTORY 

WITH A SWEET ENDING 
(CONTINUED) 
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Once again doing these articles has given me the opportunity to meet a new 

friend and renew an old friendship.  I spent a while on the phone with Tim Barrett 

of Bufflegrass Bluegrass Band on Sunday night and made a new friendship.  I 

also found out that their bass player is an old friend and fellow bandmate, Sandy 

Staples.  Sandy and I played together awhile back in a band called Sunday Morn-

ing.  Small world, eh? 

Tim told me that Bufflegrass has been together since 2011 and are now at a 

point where they are actively seeking gigs in and around the Tucson area.  They have played the 

Tucson Folk Festival, Tucson Meet Yourself, Second Saturdays and a host of other events.  They 

consider themselves mainly a bluegrass band but sprinkle in a little country and folk music as well. 

Band members are Evan Dane on banjo, Tim Barrett on fiddle, Ralph Colwell on bass, Sandy Sta-

ples on Dobro, Rita Gibbs on mandolin, and E. J. Ricotta on guitar (I think there's some kind of prize 

for anyone who knows what the E. J. stands for?).  These folks have bios that read like a who's who 

in the musical world not only locally but nationally as well.  I will leave it up to the reader to go on 

their website, http://buffelgrassband.com/,  to read them.  It is impressive! 

Continued on Page  18 

BUFFLEGRASS BLUEGRASS BAND 

By Rudy Mamula, DBA Trustee 
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I was very fortunate to have gotten back this instrument in one piece, it could have come back in 
splinters and strings. The back was never scratched as belt buckles do, the scratches and dings on 
the top I’m repairing slowly. A neck crack had been ‘re-cracked’, I’m sure from abuse. I’ve re-glued it 
back with possible refinishing. Some cracks in the back have shown up and require some finesse, 
but overall its in very nice shape for being stolen and the sound is just getting better the more its 
played…. Ask slim and he’ll probably let you try it out BUT only if your hands are clean! 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who had kind thoughts on its return and to the Desert Bluegrass Assoc. 
and the Arizona Blue Grass Assoc. (Paul Wilson and I think Rudy in DBA for running the stolen 
announcements in the news letters) and all the people ‘out west’ who kept a look out for it. A very 
BIG THANK YOU to our Sheriffs, Preston Allred and Detective Jacob Carpenter and Police officers, 
special thanks to Sgt. Daniel Burnelle of So. Burlington VT. For acting so quickly so that I wouldn’t 
have to go to CHINA looking for it. Whew! Good luck on that one.  
I hope this little story will make you think twice about your prized possessions, but in the Buddhist 
traditions they say: ‘Attachment to worldly things will give you but suffering” and “what the eye sees 
the heart will ache for” brings more suffering.  Boy, did I ever learn that HARD LESSON. 

Slimcoyote2@yahoo.com 

A STOLEN GUITAR STORY & HISTORY 

WITH A SWEET ENDING 
(CONTINUED) 

The band practices weekly usually on a Wednesday night at Tim's studio.  Oh, did I mention he has 

his own recording studio?  It's called The Guitar Garden and he specializes in recording acoustic 

music.   Call Tim for rates and schedule times if you want to get that Demo CD going.  See The Gui-

tar Garden advertisement on Page 10 of this newsletter.  Tim also handles the sound system for the 

band.  Sandy Staples is the vocal coordinator for the band.  He has the credentials and experience 

considering he started out with the Tucson Boys Chorus and now he's older than dirt. 

To see the band live they will be at the Vistoso Community Fundraiser, 1565 E. Rancho Vistoso 

Blvd, on April 6 at 1 PM.  Check the web site for additional gigs in April, May and June. 

When I asked Tim what he wanted the readers of the newsletter to know about Bufflegrass, he re-

plied "When you come to hear the band expect exceptional vocal harmonies. It's what we work on 

the most."  So take sometime to check out their website and the DBA event calendar and go see a 

local band soon. And remember even the national Bluegrass bands are a local band in their 

hometown....... 

Rudy 

BUFFLEGRASS BLUEGRASS BAND 
(CONTINUED) 
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Steve Smith and Chris Sanders in Tucson! 
Mandolin, Guitar, and Voice Workshops 

Saturday and Sunday 
April 27 & 28, 2013 

House Concert on Saturday Night 
 

Steve Smith Mandolin Workshops Saturday April 27 

10:00-12:00 Beginner/Intermediate $45 
Right and left hand technique and an Introduction to Tremolo crosspicking. 

1:30-3:30 Intermediate/Advanced $45 
Tremolo development, Double Stops, melodies and chord voicing.  

Handouts provided, recording and video welcome. Bring stand if needed. 

Attend both mandolin workshops for $80.  
 

Chris Sanders Vocal workshop Saturday April 27  

10:00-12:00 $45 
Vocal Vitamins: Workshop with Chris Sanders M.A., (Member, National Assn. of Teachers of 
Singing) - Learn about the instrument that you were born with and feel even better about 
singing! 

NOTE: A minimum of five people is needed for this class to be held. Sign up early to ensure 
 we can put this on. 
 
Steve Smith Guitar workshop Sunday April 28, 2013  

1:00-4:00 $55 
A multi level acoustic guitar workshop covering many aspects playing within styles ranging from 
Bluegrass, Old-Time and Americana.   

Handouts provided, recording and video welcome. Bring stand if needed. 
 

The workshops will be held in a private home in Civano (SE Tucson).  

To reserve your spot or for questions contact Andy MacLeod at rivermapper@gmail.com 
(preferred) or (520) 237-9832.  

 
Complete workshop details can be found on the main workshop page of Desert Bluegrass 

Association’s website http://www.desertbluegrass.org/events/workshops.html or by contacting 
Andy. 

 

Steve Smith & Chris Sanders house concert 
Saturday April 27 - 7:00 social hour, 8:00 performance $15 

Join us at a lovely private home in Civano (SE Tucson) for an evening of socializing and an 
intimate house concert by Steve & Chris. 

Reservations required. Contact Andy MacLeod at rivermapper@gmail.com (preferred) or  
(520) 237-9832 to sign up or if you have questions. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

Note:  Classified Advertisements are $5 for five lines or less per issue of the newsletter.  Space 
permitting, DBA Members can post Classified Advertisements at no charge.  If you wish to have a 
classified advertisement included in the next issue of the news letter, contact John via phone at 
(520)400-8853, e-mail, jldavid3@q.com, or snail mail, 8205 E. Crooked Tree Trail, Tucson, AZ 
85715.  Ads must be submitted no later than the 15th of the month preceding the date of the 
newsletter. 

A Bluegrass Gospel Sing-A-Long at the Tucson Folk Festival, 11:00 AM, Sunday, May 4th and 5th.  
The Sing-A-Long will be located at the corner of Church and Alameda.  Bring your instrument and 
sing with us.  For information, call Eden at 299-3819. 

DIEGO & HIS NEW GUITAR 

At first Diego was a little reluctant to go with us to the 

North West Bluegrass Workshop.  He usually goes to 

youth night at his church on Wednesday nights but we 

convinced him that it was really important that the folks 

from the North West Workshop meet each of the youth 

who are going to Camp Bluegrass and tonight was his 

night to meet them.  Michael Crownhart and myself picked 

Diego up and started on our long trek to Marana.  Once 

the workshop got started, it was clear to Diego that he 

really was a guest of honor as they called him up to be 

introduced to everyone.  Then came the big surprise as 

Jim Sanchez presented a beautiful guitar to Diego which 

was perfect for bluegrass music.  It was signed by Blue 

Highway and Chris Jones.  Diego had been using 

a borrowed guitar and Miss Jennifer from his 

school suggested he donate it back to the school 

to a little girl there who needed a guitar on which 

to learn to play.  Diego unselfishly gave up his old 

classical guitar that night but as we were driving 

home Michael and I could feel the excitement in 

the car as Diego reflected on what a great night it 

had been, how much fun he had and how excited 

he was to own a new, very special guitar.  Two 

weeks later a very nice capo was also given to 

Diego by our fearless president John David.  

Diego used his new guitar and capo at our last 

youth scholarship concert and even took a few 

leads.  Way to go Diego! 
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Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of the AZ 
Old Time Fiddlers Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 

 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Call for confirmation of dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

Saddlebrooke Jam 
38759 S Mountain View Blvd 
Workshop at 2:30 pm 
Jam 4-6 pm 
Info: Rich  520-881-0358 

 
Open Mic at The Hut on 4th Ave 
Every other Monday 6:30 PM 
Info: Rudy Cortese@gmail.com 
 
Kibbey’s Jam and Open Mic 
Info: Jim Howard, 520-825-9413 
Twin Lakes Drive, Catalina, AZ 
Every Friday Night 6:30 PM–9:00 PM 
 
1st Baptist Church Jam and Open 
Mic 
Wilds Road, Catalina, Arizona 
Info: Jim Howard, 520-825-9413 
Every Saturday, 6:30 PM-9:00 PM 

Anderson’s Traditional Acoustic 
BLUEGRASS Jam Sessions 
The Anderson's, Tempe, AZ 
Info: Howard & Susan Anderson - 
(480)897-7425 
Howard's web sites: 
www.astroshow.com & 
www.AZcendant.com 
Howard’s email: 
handy13@mindspring.com 
Susan's web site: 
www.carcinoidinfo.info 
Susan's e-mail: Sunny-
Susan@Cox.Net 
ALL jams, will be held on the 2nd Wed. 
evening each month, 7 P.M. until 10 
P.M. (NO JAM IN SEPT) 

JAMS & OPEN MICS 
DBA sponsored jams are listed at www.desertbluegrass.org & on the enclosed calendar. 

The grand old lady of bluegrass? Well, wouldn't that be a wonderful title to have? I 
hope I do enough to earn it some day. 

 Alison Krauss 
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SLEEPY MAN BANJO BOYS 
"THE FARTHEST HORIZON" 2011 

Review by Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 

Nestled in the hills of western New Jersey (you read it right), is a group of very hot 
bluegrass pickers. Jonny Mizzone at 10 years 
of age plays the banjo. His brother Robbie, 13 
years of age plays fiddle, and guitar is played 
by the oldest brother, Tommy, who is 15. 

The name was chosen for the band a few 
years ago, when Jonny was unable to hold his 
heavy banjo while standing, so he would lie 

down on the bed and practice on his back, with his eyes closed. 
He appeared to be sleepy, but this was the farthest from the true 
scenario. The boys posted their sessions on YouTube, videos 
went viral and 11 million people tuned in to see the amazing 
pickers. 

With youthful energy and a love of the Stanley Brothers, Bill 
Monroe and Flatt & Scrugg's music, the band has truly become an overnight sensation.  

Andy Leftwich and Uncle Chris Mizzone are 
playing mandolin on this new release called 
the Farthest Horizon. Sal Ciaravino plays the 
bass. 

Ashley Lilly is the only singer. She's the 
granddaughter of Everett Lilly (of the famous 
Lilly Brothers). She has a young, sweet voice. 
On the cuts that she sings, you will envision a 
young talent ready to bloom. 

The songs range from Gold Rush - B. 
Monroe), to Shuckin' the Corn, with many 
originals in between. Think of the ages of 
these boys, combine that with originality, 
precise and heartfelt playing,and hours of 
dedication (we know all about those hours), 
and you will be nothing less than very 
impressed and pleased with their recording 
and you'll love them in person.  

My closing thought - practice makes perfect! 
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ASSOCIATIONS 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
7257 N. 50th Dr. 
Glendale, AZ 85301 
Jan Zales--Chair 
jan@arizonabluegrass.com 
www.azbluegrass.org 

International Bluegrass Music Association 
2 Music Circle South, Suite 100  
Nashville, TN 37203  
615-256-3222 
Toll Free: 1-888-438-4262  
http://www.ibma.org 

International Bluegrass Music Museum 
Museum Entrance:  117 Daviess Street 
Mailing Address:  207 East Second Street 
         Owensboro, KY 42303 
         270-926-7891 
         888-MY BANJO (toll-free) 

So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Association 
3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
Tucson, AZ 85745 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 

Tucson Friends of Traditional Music 
Info: 520-408-6181 
www.tftm.org 

Tucson Kitchen Musicians Association 
PO Box 26531 
Tucson, AZ 85726 
www.tkma.org 

Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
Brad 520-818-0260 
www.totmc.org 
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