
 
 
Greetings Bluegrass Aficionados:   
 
 
I thought this edition of the newsletter would be a good opportunity to reflect on how the DBA has been 
supporting local bands, which is an important part of our mission statement.   
 
1) A list of Arizona bands which have performed at our annual festival over the years includes Degrees 

Plato, Out of the Blue, Titan Valley Warheads (3 times), Flint Hill Special (3 times), Spirit High 

Ridge (a struggling AZ band at the time – now Cherryholmes), Raw Deal, Jam Pak (9 times), Crucial 

Country, the Lester Brothers, Burnett Family Bluegrass (3 times), Morton, O’Connor and Davies, 

Busted Cowboy Band, Bost Family Traditions, Copper River, Headline Bluegrass Band and Tangled 

Strings.  In addition, we support local musicians who have been joined by top tier musicians including the 
Perfect Strangers (2 times), the Dog Boys and X Train.   
 
2) Then there’s the band contest at the festival for the past 3 years.  These have provided showcase oppor-
tunities in great venues before large audiences.  Local bands have included Headline Bluegrass Band, the 

Dusty River Boys, Jam Pak (the small band - 3 times), Tangled Strings (2 times), Trusting Heart, Un-

usual Suspects, Whistle Stop, Manzanita Bluegrass (2 times), Rich Grass, Rincon Mountain Boys (2 

times), Shasta Daylight, On Call and Buffelgrass Roundup.  Not only were there cash prizes for the top 
bands; but first-place bands also got to play in the next year’s festival (a paid performance).  In addition, 
nine of these bands have had the opportunity to play showcase sets at the festival during Saturday or Sun-
day.  Where else do local bands get to share a stage with IIIrd Tyme Out or with the Gibson Brothers?  
During our last festival, we presented 17 hours of entertainment from the stage.  Of those 17 hours, 8 hours 
were scheduled for local talent.    

 
3) For the past two years Marshall Vest has been hiring local musicians to teach at the 
monthly instrument clinics.  Not only do the instructors get paid $100 (courtesy of the 
17th Street Market), but they get great citywide exposure and have new students sign up 
for lessons.   
 
4) For the past 2 years we’ve had local musicians serve as “guest instructors” on a regu-
lar basis at the Monday might Bluegrass Workshop.   
 
5) Last year we coordinated efforts with the Saddlebrooke Theater to have a special eve-
ning concert given by the Dusty River Boys.  Lots of folks 
attended and had a great time.   
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6) This past fall we sent letters to local bands informing them of practical ways they can let our members 
know about upcoming performances through our newsletter, website, emails, and flyers.  Charlie also came 
up with a terrific idea of having bands interviewed for special articles in our newsletter.   
 
We’re proud of what we’ve been able to do in the past, but the DBA board has also been exploring new 
ways to support local bluegrass band performances.   
 
a) Bonnie Lohman gets regular inquiries from organizations wanting to hire a bluegrass band.  In response 
to this, Bonnie and I have prepared a questionnaire that we will be mailing to local bands.  This will estab-
lish better contact information which can be passed along to organizations inquiring about paid perform-
ances.   
 
b) In a particularly exciting development, the DBA board is exploring opportunities to host a one-day festi-
val this spring that will feature regional bands.  We’ll be telling you more about this as soon as some things 
get finalized.   
 
c) And of course there is next fall’s DBA bluegrass festival.  As is our tradition, last year’s band contest 
winner will play a paid performance.  Not only that, but the bands that place in the top four in the 2011 
band contest will once again get to play sets during the regular festival.  We also have three “Showcase” 
paid performances set aside for regional bands.   
 
Wow!  Nowhere in the nation have I encountered a bluegrass organization that is like the DBA.  With a 
membership of 200, we have put on an annual festival for the past 11 years.  And not just any festival, but 
one that has earned a reputation as the very best in the Southwest.  The Monday night workshops, the clin-
ics, the numerous jams from the northwest to east side of Tucson, performances at 4th Ave., Vero Amore, 
the list goes on-and-on.  The achievements of the DBA is a testament to the vision, dedication, and hard 
work of our members.  Today we continue to build upon a proud tradition that was laid by the founders of 
the DBA, many of whom continue to actively serve in our organization.  As we turn our vision towards 
2011, the DBA board continues to explore ways for us to grow as an organization.   
 
Strummingly, 
 
“Doc” Simpson 

President's Message (continued) 

 

Welcome to Our New Members 
 
Sara Lohman – Los Angeles, California 
Louise Kioski – Tucson 
Shannon Bronson – Tucson 
Robert & Barbara Anderson – East Lancing, Michigan 
Ronald & Betty Perkins – Tucson 
Martha & Sam Erdem - Tucson 

17th STREET MARKET CLINICS 
 

 
February 19, 2011 

Fiddle Clinic  
Dani Bettencourt 

 
March 19, 2011 

Bass Clinic 
Will Sharpe & Reid Griffin 

For further info: Marshall @ 520-907-9698 



Instruction 
 

Bill Breen                           Scruggs style banjo by ear. 520-544-2418 
                                            www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/music.asp 
Corrine Cortese                 Fiddle lessons 520-235-3199 
Rudy Cortese                    Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 
Nick Coventry                    Fiddle lessons 805-252-1851 
Greg Morton                      Bluegrass Guitar lessons  520-682-2558 
Peter McLaughlin              Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced  520-529-2992 
Mike Purdy                         Guitar & mandolin 520-318-0659 
J.P. Thom-Gronachan      Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  520-682-6201 
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Open Mic's 

 
Borders Bookstore Open Mic's - Acoustic Music  
Oracle just S of Wetmore 
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 6:30 to 10:00 
 

Family Bluegrass Night 

Practiced Bands On-Stage Indoors! Jamming Outside! 
O'Shaughnessy's Steakhouse & Piano Bar 

2200 N. Camino Principal 
(Right behind Tanque Verde BrakeMaster & Dairy Queen) 
The first Tuesday of every month from 7:00 to 9:00PM  
To sign-up and play on the inside stage area contact  
Bill Paul at 520-256-4592  
 

Bluegrass Open Mic Jam  
 

Hosted by Cadillac Mountain every other Monday at the HUT 
on Fourth Avenue from 6:30 - 10:00pm 
Each person or group will get to play three or four songs. If any 
one would like some extra musicians, we will be there to help 
with the picking. Further info, RudyCortese@gmail.com. 
 

Canyon's Crown (Acoustic) Open Mic  
 
Canyon's Crown Restaurant & Pub 
6958 East Tanque Verde Road       Tucson, AZ 85715 
(520) 885-8277 
Third Tuesday, 7 -10 p.m. (On site sign up starts at 6:45 p.m.). 

GRASS CLIPP INGS 

Great  Websites  
 

Desert Bluegrass 
Associatiom 
www/desertbluegrass/org 
 
Bluegrass Arizona Blog: 
www.bluegrassarizona.
blogspot.com 
 
Banjo: www.
banjohangout.org 
 
Fiddle: 
wwwlfiddlehangout.com 
 
Dobro: www.reso-nation.
org or 
www.resohangout.com 
 
Bass: www.
bluegrassbassplace.com 
 
Daily Dose of Bluegrass;
www.
bluegrassonthetube.com 

 

Radio 
 

The Bluegrass Radio 
Show with Milo 
Saturday 10 am - 12 
noon 
KXCI 91.3 FM 
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Free Mando lin C linic   

Hosted by the  Desert Blu egrass Associ ation an d The  17th Street Market  

 

What: Two -hour cli nic f ocuse d on blue grass mandoli n.  Brin g your own ma ndolin  or use one fr om The 17t h Stre et Market Music store.    
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Associations 
 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
            7257 N. 50th Dr. 
             Glendale, AZ 85301 
             Rick Rhodes--Chair 
             623-435-8406 
             luvkomidy@hotmail.com 
             www.azbluegrass.org 
 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association  (IBMA) 
             207 E. Second Street 

             Owensboro, KY 42303 
             502-926-7891 
 
So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
             3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
             Tucson, AZ 85745 
             Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Tucson Friends of Traditional 
Music 
             Info: 520-408-6181 
             www.tftm.org 
 
Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association 
             PO Box 26531 
             Tucson, AZ 85726 
             www.tkma.org 
 
Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
             Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
             Brad 520-818-0260 
             www.totmc.org 

Bands 
 

Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 
 
Brush Arbor Revival 
Peggy  928-713-3616 
Bluegrassdove21@wildblue.net 

 

Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 

 

Crystal Ridge 
Brian Davies   520-349-9497 
www.musictucson.com 

 

Desert Sun String Band 
Charlie Sides   520-579-5918 
www.myspace.com/
desertsunstringband 

 

Dusty River Boys 
Rich Errico  520 818 0358 
Rerrico1@q.com 
 

Greg Morton 
520-682-2558 

 

Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 

 

Manzanita Bluegrass 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 

Manzanitabluegrass@dakotaco
m.net 
 
 

Peter Mc Laughlin 
520-529-2992 

 

The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 

 

The Busted Cowboy Band 
Jim Koweek   520-455-5387 

 

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-622-3699 

 

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 

 

Whistle Stop 
Carol Pearse   623-780-8414 
Whistlestopbluegrass@cox.net 
http://www.myspace.com/
whistlestopbluegrass 
 
 
 

One or more players must be a member 
of the DBA to list your jam or band. 

Jams 
 
All DBA sponsored jams and 
performances are listed on  the 
DBA website at www.
DesertBluegrass.org & on the 
enclosed calendar 
 

 
 
 
Emeritus Retirement Center 
Jam 
8151 S. Speedway Blvd 
2nd Wednesday 
5:30-6:30 PM 
Info: JoAnn  joscuts@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
 
 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass 
Jam Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Please call for confirmation of 
dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

 
 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of 
the AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 
 
 
 
Autoharp jam 
Glass Onion Café 
1990 W. River Road 
Tuesday 1-4 PM 
Info: Bonnie 520-349-4812 
 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

For Sale 
 
 

D41 Martin guitar, 1999, excellent 
shape 
 
 
F5L Gibson mandolin 1999 
Bill 520- 648-3224 
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Letters & E-Mails to the Editor 
Reid, 
I forgot to tell you, my friend Jack from church drove us last night has had a real good time going to the 
workshops and to Pinnacle Peak last Thursday. He told me he is going to join the DBA, and I decided 
yesterday before leaving I would too. So, y'all have gained two more members this week. 
Thanks for all you do,  
Joe                              PSTRJOE                                    http://vailvalleybaptistchurch.org 

There were over 60 people at the workshop on Monday, February 24……..Ed. 
 
 

Open mic jam is still going strong at the HUT on the northwest corner of 4th Ave. and 8th street (look for the 
giant tiki head), from 6:30-9:00pm this Monday evening and every other Monday. If we can get a good 
regular turnout we will have open mic acoustic jam every Monday at the HUT. Please pass the word along to 
all acoustic musicians.  
Rudy Cortese 

 

To the members of the DBA  
We are having a great time living in Oregon. We miss you all and are hoping you are having a wonderful 
holiday season. I want to thank everybody for a great time in the DBA playing with everyone and sure 
missed not going to the festival this fall. Give me a call sometime at 520-471-3194.  
Ben Richardson 

 

Good Morning Bonnie, 
I just wanted you to know that I went to the "Woody Guthrie" show last night, and it was very good. 
Extremely well done, the audience sang on several songs, and it brought back a bit of history that has been 
forgotten. So thank you to the DBA for the tickets.  
 
Adrienne Lewy 

All festival volunteers were included in a drawing for free tickets to the Woody Guthrie American Music 
show at Arizona Theatre Comapany. Adrienne was one of the lucky winners of a pair of tickets. Another 
perk for volunteering at our Annual Festival.    Ed. 

Membership Renewal Reminder 
 
Hi DBA members,  

  

A conveniently forgotten fact is that DBA memberships expire on March 1 of each year.  So unless you 
joined for multiple years or unless you joined recently or unless you are one of our wonderful members who 
have already renewed, your membership is due.  Please take a moment to review the expiration date on the 
mailing label of this newsletter.  If it says 02/11, fill out the renewal form in this newsletter and mail it to me.  
You may also renew by contacting me at any of our jams.  The cost is only $15 per year, which will keep you 
up to date on DBA activities and will help the DBA promote Bluegrass Music in Southern Arizona.  As an 
added incentive, we will send you an updated DBA directory via e-mail. The directory will be sent as a .pdf 
file – you may use it either as an electronic document or print it.  The directory also includes a “pickers list” 
by instrument.  To assure that you are included as a picker, list the instruments that you play on the renewal 
form.  We can only send the directory to you if we have a current e-mail address so if you have changed e-
mail addresses, please include your current address.  If you wish not to be listed in the directory, just check 
the “no” box on the form.  So don’t delay, renew today.  
  
Thanks 
Mike Headrick 
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Greg Morton and friends play music at Old Towne Artisans every Friday night for Happy Hour from 5-7 
pm. Greg's group includes Nick Coventry on fiddle and Robbie Robinson on mandolin. Greg encourages 
other musicians to join him on stage and perform a few tunes with the group.  
 
One Friday night I ventured down with my bass to join in. To my pleasure and surprise, Trevor Smith 
joined us on banjo. Now some of you old (by this I mean established) members of the DBA may remember 
Trevor from years ago.  
 
Trevor attended our Second Annual Tucson Bluegrass Festival which was then held at the Pima County 
Fairgrounds. He was just 12 years old at the time. Apparently he was smitten with the ringing tones of 
banjo music because he purchased his 
first banjo at that time. That banjo was 
originally owned by Rudy Mamula. 
When Rudy saw Trevor's dad months 
later, he asked how the banjo playing was 
coming. His dad told Rudy that Trevor 
plays that banjo all the time. Rudy then saw 
Trevor about a year and a half after that 
and asked if Trevor still had the banjo. 
Trevor replied that he was never selling 
that banjo. Guess he had developed a 
bond with his banjo! Rudy says, "Every 
time I hear him play, I just sit back and 
smile."  
Trevor attended the Wickenburg festival 
a short time after purchasing his 
banjo. He came across Jack Mc Meekin playing his banjo and asked if Jack would show him a few lick. 
Jack recalls this "little tow-headed kid with this big banjo" who sat down at his campsite. Jack showed him 
how to play Boil Them Cabbage Down and they worked on that for a while. When Jack finally sang the 
song to the accompaniment of Trevor's banjo, Jack says he saw his eyes light up and knew he was hooked. 
Jack says that within 2-3 years, Trevor was a far more accomplished banjo player than Jack. 
 
Trevor attended many of the jams and Monday night workshops that are put on by the DBA. He would 
occasionally be seen around the music scene. However, I hadn't seen Trevor in many years until that Friday 
night when he came to join in and play with Greg. And play he can! He is amazing on up the neck breaks 
and speed. You can see the joy he gets from playing just by watching him and his enthusiasm. 
 
Trevor left Tucson to play with Green Mountain Grass. Now 22 years old, he lives in Austin, Texas. He is 
also playing with the Asylum Street Spunkers. This is the band that is on tour and heading to the California 
coast. So he stopped in Tucson to visit his parents and join in with Greg on Friday night.  
 
And the rest is history, as they say.                                                                            Bonnie Lohman 
 
 

TREVOR SMITH 

Trevor and his parents 
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Festival Planning Committee 
 

Hi Bluegrass fans,  
 
Our 11th Annual Bluegrass Festival last October is becoming a pleasant memory of great music and good 
fellowship with our bluegrass friends.  After taking a breather over the holidays, it is time to get to work on 
our 12th festival.  As we did last year, we are forming a festival planning committee to plan and execute this 
year’s festival.  If you would like to be involved in this planning and assist in the work of making the 
festival happen, this is your chance.  We welcome everyone.  Our first meeting will be held on Tuesday 
February 8 at 7pm at Bonnie Lohman’s house. Bonnie’s house is located at 7878 E. Cloud Road.  If this is 
not a convenient time, please let me know that you are interested and what days and times you are available 
for future meetings.  My e-mail is mbheadrick@aol.com and my phone is 760-0745.  I look forward to 
working with you to make our 12th festival the best yet.  
 
Mike Headrick 

 

ROSS NICKERSON BLUEGRASS BANJO  

 

LET'S KICK IT  

 

Bones records reviewed by Marilyn Ryan Hulbert  
 
Banjoteacher.com - Rossnickerson.com  
Ross's new album is on fire!!! I listened on my car CD player and forgot which road I was traveling - I 
couldn't think of anything but the clarity of the notes, the quality of Scott Vestal's recording at Digital 
Underground, the originality infused into the tunes, and the bluegrass tempos - the music we crave that 
energizes us and makes us feel good - the flying fingers and picks on every tune. Ross is an amazing banjo 
player! Helping him show off his talent are none other than Rob Ickes on resophonic guitar, Shawn Lane 
playing mandolin and fiddle. Tim Stafford on guitar and vocals. and Wayne Taylor on bass and vocals. 
Wayne Taylor sang a "Little Maggie" to tear your heart out!  
Roundhouse is the 1st cut - written by Ross. Then Cluck Old Hen. There are 4 Bill Monroe tunes played like 
you've never heard them before! Kentucky Mandolin, Old Dangerfield, Bluegrass Breakdown, and Wheel 
Hoss.  
Ross Nickerson plays another of his called "Feeling Low". I promise you will not feel one low moment 
when listening to this album!  
Lady Be Good", written by George and Ira Gershwin is fantastically beautiful! "Don't This Road look 
Rough and Rocky - don't even need the words when these folks play. John Henry is the last of the 14 cuts. 
Tim Stafford sings it. Fantastic rendition!!!!  
Powerful, perfect pickin' by every musician on this CD and...  
seriously..... if you love banjo, mandolin, guitar and fiddle music and love fast, clean, inventive, beautiful, 
bluegrass music, if you only add one album to your collection this year..... this is the one!!!! Ross 
Nickerson's "Let's Kick It" is the hottest music that has come down the Bluegrass Pike in a long time!  
Ross's websites are listed at the beginning of the review - you can see all of his recordings and banjo lesson 
books.  
Keep pickin', singin', grinnin' - that's what we're all about!  
Marilyn  
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Terry Smith entertained at Desert Trails R.V. Park  
by Marilyn Ryan Hulbert  
 
On Tuesday night, January 18th, Nashville singer-songwriter Terry Smith, known best for his song "Far-
Side Banks of Jordan" performed at the Desert Trails R.V. Park to a full house - a house filled with folks 
who laughed at his really funny jokes, identified with his stories of family trials and joys, sang along to 
"You are my Sunshine", "Wreck of the Old '97", "Red River Valley" and to the most endearing of the songs 
he has written "The little Brown Dog and the Little Green Frog". The Little Dog and the Frog find that even 
though they are very different, they can share experiences and have fun together and get along! There will 
be a series of children's book taken from this most requested song. Terry wore a denim shirt specially 
embroidered with a little brown dog and a little green frog.  
From his 11 albums filled with original material, Terry sang and played possibly 9 or 10 of his originals. 
Tony Burwarld on electric bass, Wilma Smith on fiddle, Paul Stover played lead guitar. The "Far-Side 
Banks of Jordan" has been recorded 170 times. Johnny & June Cash won a Grammy for the song in 2000. 
The audience was thrilled, buying many of Terry's CD's and flashing smiles through the delightfully 
entertaining show.  
Where's the BLUEGRASS? Here it comes. With Tucson's talented Banjo Player Bill Paul, an old friend of 
Terry's, adding his solid and soulful banjo pickin' to the show - every tune became (in a way) bluegrass. 
They had played for years previously, but with no practice before the show, Bill, smoothly stepped up with 
lively and melodious banjo breaks. The audience cheered and applauded! Bill Paul is a Member of the 
Dusty River Boys - they'll be in the studio recording their new CD mighty soon. 
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PERFECT PITCH 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A small number of individuals have perfect pitch, which is the ability to sing from memory the standard 
musical notes at that note's exact pitch. The musical notes themselves once varied in pitch from country to 
country, but were standardized in 1939. Prior to then, an individual with perfect pitch in one country would 
have sung the notes differently from an individual with perfect pitch from another country: 
 
"The standard notes [A, B, C and so on] are no sweeter or more musical than any other group of notes. 
They are only correct because someone had to decide how long flutes and other wind instruments should 
be. (The length of such instruments determines the pitch of the notes they produce.) In the past, things were 
very confused - flutes made in different countries were all slightly different lengths - which meant that a 
German flute player couldn't play along with an English one unless he bought an English flute. After a lot 
of argy-bargy about which length was the best, it was decided that a bunch of experts would form a 
committee and decide once and for all on a group of notes that everybody would use from then on. After a 
lot of expert discussion, they decided on the notes we use today at a meeting in London in 1939. So now, all 
over the world, flutes and all the other Western instruments such as violins and clarinets, guitars, pianos and 
xylophones have a set of standard notes. 
 
Nowadays, if someone says 'I have perfect pitch' they mean that the pitches of these standard notes are 
fixed in their long-term memory. ...  
 
"[In the past,] professional musicians were (and still are) often trained from a very early age, and some of 
them would have developed 'perfect' pitch, which agreed with the pitch chosen by a local piano tuner or 
organ builder. As soon as they began to travel they would discover other highly trained professionals with 
different 'perfect' pitch. It's a bit like everyone declaring that their favorite shade of pink is the perfect pink. 
All these 'perfect' pitches were equally valid. To have perfect pitch all you need is a set of pitches etched 
into your long-term memory. You don't even need to know what the notes are called-you might have stored 
all the notes on your mom's piano without ever being told that this one is B flat and that one is D, etc. 
 
"Nowadays, people with perfect pitch have usually memorized the standard Western pitches that were 
decided on in 1939 because that's how all pianos, clarinets and other Western instruments are tuned. This 
means that, if you have it, your perfect pitch is the same as everyone else's. Most people with perfect pitch 
will also know the names of the notes involved because they generally acquired their perfect pitch during 
some sort of musical training at an early age. ... 
 
"The note we know as 'A' would have been called a 'slightly out of tune B flat' by Mozart (we know this 
because we have the tuning fork Mozart used). So when we listen to Mozart's music nowadays, we are 
hearing it all about a semitone higher than he would have intended - a fact which is guaranteed to annoy 
some musical pedants. Some of his most difficult, high-reaching songs would actually be much easier to 
sing if we lowered them in pitch by a semitone, which is closer to how Mozart intended them to sound. On 
the other hand, this would involve writing out all the music again in a lower key, which would irritate an 

How Music Works 

by author John Powell.  

Publisher Little, Brown.   

Copyright 2011 by John Powell 

Pages: 10-19 
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entirely different set of pedants. … 
 
"If people have perfect pitch, it merely means that they memorized all the notes on a particular instrument 
before they were around six years old. These people generally have high levels of musical skill, but this has 
nothing to do with their perfect pitch ability (which is rather useless). They usually have excellent musical 
skills simply because they started their musical training before they were six years old. Most musical skill 
comes as a result of training rather than inspiration: the earlier you begin, the better you will be." 

PERFECT PITCH  (CONTINUED) 

This information is from Cathy Britell, which she sent to the cyberpluckers email list serve. It's good 
information about using music publicly! 
Just a note to clear up some apparent misunderstandings about this issue, which is sometimes hard to 
understand. 
 
1. You never have to get a songwriter's or recording artist's permission to PERFORM a song. If you 
perform it in a public place, the proprietor has to pay royalties to BMI or ASCAP, but THEY don't need 
permission either. Song performance rights are not your problem. You can contact a songwriter and tell 
him/her that you love their song and are performing it...even send a recording if you want, but it's a hassle 
for them if you ASK permission, thus requiring a reply. 
 
2. You don't even have to get a songwriter's PERMISSION to record a song. You need simply to pay a 
royalty. (now 9.1 cents per copy for songs 5 minutes or less) Information about how to do that is at: http://
www.harryfox.com/index.jsp. If the artist is not on HFA, you just send them a check for the correct amount 
with return receipt. It is always polite to write a letter of appreciation and send a copy of the recording, so 
that the songwriter can cite it as he/she wishes. 
 
3. When you DO tell people that you appreciate their music, you often get appreciation in return; but 
sometimes folks are just too busy to write back, and you probably don't wish to make them feel obliged to 
do so. 
Cathy                                       http://www.larkpoint.com 

QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT USING COPYRIGHTED MUSIC 

LOS HOMBRES AND MILO SOLUJIC  

HONORED BY BEN'S BELLS 

 
Congratulations to our own DBA members Milo Solujic and Los 
Hombres Band, consisting of Joe Reighley, Kenny Erickson and Milo. 
They were honored for donating much of their time playing at charity 
events.  
 
Ben's Bells is a Tucson project that honors individuals that promote 
kindness and community.  Find out more at www.bensbells.ort 



 

Desert Bluegrass Association 

Minutes for Annual Meeting of 

January 22, 2011 

 
President Paul Simpson called the annual, all member meeting of the Desert Bluegrass Association (DBA) 
to order at 1:05 pm with approximately 21 members in attendance.  Paul announced the agenda as: 

President’s Report 
Treasurer’s Report 

Elections of Officers and Trustees 
Open Discussions 

 
            President’s Report:  Paul started by reviewing the accomplishments of the past year.  He 
reminded us that last year started with the future of our festival in doubt.  During the year we found a 
fantastic new venue, formed a festival planning committee, which worked diligently throughout the year 
with new people taking on leadership roles.  For example, Jack Arnold took over organizing all of the 
volunteers.  In February, we awarded our 2nd Turquoise Award to Bonnie Lohman in recognition for all of 
her contributions to the DBA.  The SaddleBrooke Concert Series continued under the guidance of Bill 
Trapp with great concerts by Goldwing Express and the Dusty River Boys.  Our jams in the Northwest 
Corridor have taken hold with the Saddlebrooke jam and the Vero Amore Pizza jams.  In August, on 
behalf of the DBA, Paul attended a meeting of the International Bluegrass Museum, which allowed the 
DBA to participate as part of an international bluegrass organization.  In October, we presented our 11th 
annual festival, which was fun and a success in our new venue.  Our beginners workshops have continued 
to grow and flourish with 45 to 50 folks attending every Monday night.  Bill Paul is instructing 
intermediate pickers and Andy MacLeod, Reid Griffin and Gene Collins have played leadership roles.  
Several of the workshop attendees are gaining enough confidence to play at our normal jams. During the 
holiday season, workshop members learned Christmas music, which they played at retirement centers, 
hospitals and the Luminary Nights at the Botanical Gardens.   Under the leadership of Marshall Vest and 
in partnership with the 17th Street market, the monthly instrument workshops have prospered.  All of these 
activities are tangible representations of the DBA fulfilling our mission statement of promoting bluegrass 
music.   
            Paul then looked forward to goals for 2011.  We are looking for ways to enhance the value of DBA 
membership such as discounts at local merchants.  We are investigating ways of nurturing relationships 
with businesses in the Tucson community. An evening meeting is being planned to plan how to proceed.  
The DBA board has decided to post minutes from board meetings on our website to provide members with 
information on the boards activities.  We want to enhance the DBA’s support of local bands.  At last year’s 
fall festival, local bands performed for half of the stage time.  Paul has sent two letters reaching out to local 
bands with details of how to get publicity into our website, our newsletter, our e-mailings and how to get 
flyers distributed at jams. We are considering providing financial support toward the implementation of a 
one-day festival in the spring featuring local bands We are also sending a questionnaire to local bands to 
increase our awareness of who they are, who are their members, what is distinct about the band, what are 
their accomplishments, etc.  We will also publicize the process for local bands to appear at our fall festival.  
Our Friday evening band contest at the festival is a great way for local bands to perform before a large 
crowd on a great stage and win the opportunity to perform during Saturday 
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and Sunday. 
            In closing, Paul shared that as he travels around the country he goes to jams and meets with 
bluegrass fans.  He has not found another organization the size of the DBA that has a comparable scope of 
activities. 
 
            Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Barbara Van Hoesen distributed a detailed, nicely produced 
financial report for 2010.  The DBA starts 2011 with $32,781.68 in cash assets, which is 2% higher than 
last year.  During 2010, the cash inflow was $35,629.83; the cash outflow was $34,892.34 yielding a profit 
for the year of $737.49.  The DBA earned  $2,574.83 in tips, $846 from merchandise sales, $2,565 from 
memberships,  $3,476 playing gigs and $512 from Saddlebrooke Concerts.  
 
            Election of Officers and Trustees:  Jim Reifschneider presided over the election of officers and 
trustees.  The following slate of present officers and trustees who have volunteered to serve another term 
was presented.  It is: 
            President                     Paul Simpson 
            Vice President             Charlie Sides 
            Treasurer                     Barbara Van Hoesen 
            Secretary                     Mike Headrick 
            Trustees                       Jim Reifschneider 
                                                Andy MacLeod 
                                                Bonnie Lohman 
                                                Geoff Fox 

The floor was opened for other nominations for the offices of President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary.  After no additional nominations were received.  Bonnie Lohman moved that the slate be 
elected, Andy MacLeod seconded the move and the slate was elected unanimously.   

The floor was opened for other nominations for Trustee.  Rich Errico nominated Bill Trapp.  It was 
moved that Bill Trapp be added to the slate of candidates and the slate as amended was elected 
unanimously.   

 
Open Discussion: 

 

Beginners Workshops: Andy MacLeod noted that success of our beginner’s workshop is a result of 
dedicated people who help and who play.  He urged us to encourage workshop members as they join our 
jams.  It is very cool to watch people grow in their skills and in their confidence.  Paul Simpson added that 
the workshops are how we grow as an organization. 

DBA / DesertView Performing Arts Center Partnership:  Bill Trapp reviewed past accomplishments 
and future plans.  Proceeds from bluegrass concerts at the DesertView Performing Arts Center have been 
split between the DBA and the Saddlebrooke Theater Guild.  Past concerts have featured Cherryholmes, 
Goldwing Express and the Dusty River Boys.  Concerts by Byron Berline (March 21, 2011) and the 
Grascals (October 1, 2011) are coming up.  For 2012, plans are being made for a concert by Daily & 
Vincent.   

However, Bill stated that the partnership couldn’t continue as it has been in the past.  Although the 
DBA board of directors would be making the decision regarding the partnership, he wanted to present the 
proposals to the general membership.  To continue the partnership, the DBA must take more responsibility 
for filling the seats at the concerts.  Without this help the partnership will not continue beyond the Berline 
concert.  Specifically the DBA is being asked to pledge to sell 100 of tickets of the more than 400 available.     
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A vigorous discussion of the proposal followed.  Bonnie Lohman believes that the DBA has actively 
supported the concert series as best we can - including playing for two free concerts to thank the 
Saddlebrooke community for their support.  It was asked if in return for the additional support the DBA 
would get more input on the concerts.  Rich Errico believes that the local distribution of posters and flyers 
could be improved.  There was a discussion of the impact of the Saddlebrooke location upon sales.  Some 
felt that the distance would limit ability to sell tickets in their neighborhoods; others felt that distance was 
no factor.   Bill Trapp stated that the concerts would continue.  Will the DBA be a part of it – they are 
looking for a commitment back from the DBA to purchase 100 tickets for each concert.  Susan Tanner 
noted that purchasing 100 tickets represents a risk of $2,500 to the DBA.  For two concerts per year, this 
risk would be $5,000.  Given that the income from the concerts in 2010 was $512, was the risk worth the 
return.  Bill Trapp pointed out the income in 2009 was much greater – over $5,000, which represents our 
best fundraiser.  Jack McMeekin suggested that the DBA purchase the tickets at a lower price and then get 
the profit from the sale.  Bill Trapp rejected that idea.  Paul Simpson suggested scheduling a special 
meeting on how to support the partnership.  The resulting ideas could be brought back to the board.  The 
attendance at the meeting in itself would be a gage of support.  It was noted that the attendance at the 
annual meeting was only about 20; it was unlikely that a special meeting would generate any more interest.  
There followed more discussion if the DBA as a volunteer organization could realistically provide more 
support than it has and, in fact, if the DBA should move beyond its traditional role of disseminating 
information about concerts to investing in the promotion of the concerts. 

Bill Trapp then announced that the partnership had just ended, that the DBA could have it’s website 
back, that we would be hearing of the Southwest Bluegrass Association and walked out of the meeting. 

After Bill left, there was more discussion.  Some felt that the DBA was doing just fine and we should 
let the partnership go.  Jack McMeekin said that we should focus less on fund raising and more on enjoying 
and sharing the music. Sam Brown noted that we do need to show appreciation for what they have done 
and questioned if, in fact, the DBA could find 100 members who would commit to buying tickets. 

Farmer’s Markets:  Leber Schlesinger observed that in the fall there are numerous farmers’ markets in 
the area with lots of people visiting them.  He believes that it would be a good fit for the DBA to provide 
music at the markets to promote the festival.  Marilyn Hulbert agreed that farmers’ markets are a great 
venue and, in fact, she and Bob Nible are playing at the Rincon Valley market.  

Festival Timing:  Marilyn Hulbert asked if our festival could be moved from October to February or 
March.  Mike Headrick reviewed the work, which was done on this question last year.  Issues of avoiding 
conflicts with other Arizona festivals and of avoiding cold weather forces potential dates to late March or 
April.  However, the decisive factor to keeping the festival in October was availability of the AVA 
amphitheater – they do not allow events during Lent, which varies widely from year to year. 

 

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Michael Headrick 

Secretary  
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