
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State of the Grass 
“Doc” Simpson,  
December 2010 
January 2011 

 
 Greetings Bluegrass Aficio-
nados, 
 
Well, it time for my annual 
“State of the Grass Year-in-
Review” column. Wow – 
what a fantastic year it has 
been. We began the year in 
crisis – there was a real ques-
tion as to whether we would 
be doing our festival in the 
fall. Our regular organizers 
(Mike, Bonnie, Geoff, David 
and Joe) were fatigued from 
the amount of work that goes 
into planning and executing 
the festival and not certain 

they wanted to plan another 
one. Also, the Desert Dia-
mond Casino told us they did 
not want us to return (a mu-
tual feeling). So a bunch of 
DBA members met in Janu-
ary at Bonnie’s home to dis-
cuss options. It was decided 
that volunteers would learn 
from the experienced organ-
izers and commit to help 
carry the burden. This 
worked out beautifully. In 
particular, Jack stepped up to 
take over organizing the vol-
unteers. This freed up Mike 
to focus on the festival itself. 
Meantime, the Casio of the 
Sun invited us to bring the 
festival to their facility. What 
began as a crisis ended up be-
ing a terrific step forward for 
the DBA. This year’s festival 
was one of our very best yet.  
In February Bill Trap and 
Rich Erico brought in Gold-
wing at Saddlebrooke and 
then this fall had the Dusty 
River Boys perform. Not 
only were these great events 
to attend, they were also 
fundraisers for the DBA. 

Look for additional exciting 
concerts in 2011. At the 
Goldwing concert, we 
awarded our 2nd annual Tur-
quoise Award to Bonnie 
Lohman in recognition of 
her years of dedicated and 
patient service to the DBA.  
In August I was able to at-
tend the International Blue-
grass Music Music in 
Owensboro Kentucky to at-
tend the first Ambassadors’ 
meeting with many other 
representatives from around 
the country. This was an ex-
citing development that al-
lows the DBA to have more 
of an active presence in the 
international bluegrass com-
munity.  
 
Then there was our annual 
festival at the end of Octo-
ber – a spectacular success. 
The new venue of the AVA 
was tremendous and bodes 
well for expanding the festi-
val in the future. As a thank 
you to all the volunteer who 
participated in the festival, a 
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President:             "Doc" Simpson                                      (520) 298-9746                           shrinkdoctor@earthlink.com 
 

Vice President:     Charlie Sides                                         (520)579-5918                            sides7@juno.com 
 

Secretary:             Mike Headrick                                      (520) 760-0745                           mbheadrick@aol.com 
 

Treasurer:            Barbara Van Hoesen                              (520) 777-8841              barbara.vanhoesen@hotmail.com 

-TRUSTEES- 
 
Geoff Fox                                                 (520) 731-3601                                                      geoffqfox@hotmail.com 
 
 
Bonnie Lohman                                         (520) 296-1231                                                      basslady78@comcast.net 
 
 
Andy MacLeod                                         (520) 237-9832                                                      rivermapper@gmail.com 

 
 
Jim (Doc) Reifschneider                           (520)290-6615                                                       reifdoc@aol.com             

MEMBERSHIP  
DISPLAY ADS                                         PRICES 
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Annual DBA All Members Meeting 
 
At the start of each year, the Desert Bluegrass Association holds an all members meeting.  
The 2011 meeting is scheduled for Saturday January 22, 2011 at 1:00 pm. .  The location is 
Christ Community Church, 7801 E Kenyon Drive, Tucson.   
 
An important item of business is to elect officers and trustees for the coming year.  All 
present officers and trustees have expressed a willingness to serve for another year. Of 
course, additional nominations are welcome.  The present officers are: 
 
President:  Doc Simpson 
Vice President: Charlie Sides (Charlie wishes to serve as Trustee, not Vice President) 
Secretary: Mike Headrick 
Treasurer: Barbara Van Hoesen 
Trustee: Geoff Fox 
Trustee: Bonnie Lohman 
Trustee: Andy MacLeod 
Trustee: Jim (Doc) Reifschneider. 
 
Please make plans now to attend this important meeting. 
 
Mike Headrick 
DBA Secretary 

pot luck with picking party was held at Bonnie's house. At that time, 12 tickets to Woody 
Guthrie's American Song show , presented by Arizona Theater Company, were given to 
the lucky winners of the drawing. 
The Monday Night Workshop has simply exploded. Regular attendance has been 40-50 
beginner and intermediate players. This could not have been possible without the faithful 
dedication of the workshop leaders – Bill and Cindy Paul, Gene Collins, Reid Griffin, 
Dave Polston, JoAnne Shifflet, and Andy MacLeod.  
 
Meanwhile, throughout the year - Marshall Vest has continued an exciting workshop series 
and monthly jam at the 17th Street Market. Then in November Marshall arranged to have 
Bill Evans provide several banjo workshops and performances that were very well at-
tended. This included special instruction at the Monday night workshop. Charlie Sides has 
been doing a great job organizing the Vero Amore monthly jams. “Doc” Reifschneider has 
been faithfully doing the 4th Ave performances. Reid Griffin has been in charge of the 
monthly jam at Pinnacle Peak. And Bill Trapp and Rich Erico 

President's Message (continued) 
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Instruction 
 

Bill Breen                           Scruggs style banjo by ear. 520-544-2418 
                                            www.banjohangout.org/myhangout/music.asp 
Corrine Cortese                 Fiddle lessons 520-235-3199 
Rudy Cortese                    Banjo lessons  520-954-2103 
Nick Coventry                    Fiddle lessons 805-252-1851 
Greg Morton                      Bluegrass Guitar lessons  520-682-2558 
Peter McLaughlin              Flatpick & bluegrass guitar: Beginner & advanced  520-529-2992 
Mike Purdy                         Guitar & mandolin 520-318-0659 
J.P. Thom-Gronachan      Banjo, guitar, mandolin, fiddle, theory  520-682-6201 
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Open Mic's 

 
Borders Bookstore Open Mic's - Acoustic Music  
Oracle just S of Wetmore 
1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month from 6:30 to 10:00 
 

Family Bluegrass Night 

Practiced Bands On-Stage Indoors! Jamming Outside! 
O'Shaughnessy's Steakhouse & Piano Bar 

2200 N. Camino Principal 
(Right behind Tanque Verde BrakeMaster & Dairy Queen) 
The first Tuesday of every month from 7:00 to 9:00PM  
To sign-up and play on the inside stage area contact  
Bill Paul at 520-256-4592  
 

Bluegrass Open Mic Jam  
 

Hosted by Cadillac Mountain every other Monday at the HUT 
on Fourth Avenue from 6:30 - 10:00pm 
Each person or group will get to play three or four songs. If any 
one would like some extra musicians, we will be there to help 
with the picking. Further info, RudyCortese@gmail.com. 
 

Canyon's Crown (Acoustic) Open Mic  
 
Canyon's Crown Restaurant & Pub 
6958 East Tanque Verde Road       Tucson, AZ 85715 
(520) 885-8277 
Third Tuesday, 7 -10 p.m. (On site sign up starts at 6:45 p.m.). 
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Great  Websites  
 

Desert Bluegrass 
Associatiom 
www/desertbluegrass/org 
 
Bluegrass Arizona Blog: 
www.bluegrassarizona.
blogspot.com 
 
Banjo: www.
banjohangout.org 
 
Fiddle: 
wwwlfiddlehangout.com 
 
Dobro: www.reso-nation.
org or 
www.resohangout.com 
 
Bass: www.
bluegrassbassplace.com 
 
Daily Dose of Bluegrass;
www.
bluegrassonthetube.com 

 

Radio 
 

The Bluegrass Radio 
Show with Milo 
Saturday 10 am - 12 
noon 
KXCI 91.3 FM 
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Free Mando lin C linic   

Hosted by the  Desert Blu egrass Associ ation an d The  17th Street Market  

 

What: Two -hour cli nic f ocuse d on blue grass mandoli n.  Brin g your own ma ndolin  or use one fr om The 17t h Stre et Market Music store.    

PAGE 5 GRASS CLIPP INGS 

Associations 
 

Arizona Bluegrass Association 
            7257 N. 50th Dr. 
             Glendale, AZ 85301 
             Rick Rhodes--Chair 
             623-435-8406 
             luvkomidy@hotmail.com 
             www.azbluegrass.org 
 
International Bluegrass Music 
Association  (IBMA) 
             207 E. Second Street 

             Owensboro, KY 42303 
             502-926-7891 
 
So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
             3020 W. Avenida Cresta 
             Tucson, AZ 85745 
             Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
Tucson Friends of Traditional 
Music 
             Info: 520-408-6181 
             www.tftm.org 
 
Tucson Kitchen Musicians 
Association 
             PO Box 26531 
             Tucson, AZ 85726 
             www.tkma.org 
 
Tucson Old Time Music Circle 
             Banjo_brad@thegrid.net 
             Brad 520-818-0260 
             www.totmc.org 

Bands 
 

Bear Canyon Ramblers 
Marilyn   520-760-0479 
bluegrassjamboree@gmail.com 
www.bearcanyonramblers.com 
 
Brush Arbor Revival 
Peggy  928-713-3616 
Bluegrassdove21@wildblue.net 

 

Cadillac Mountain  
Corrine   520-235-3199 

 

Crystal Ridge 
Brian Davies   520-349-9497 
www.musictucson.com 

 

Desert Sun String Band 
Charlie Sides   520-579-5918 
www.myspace.com/
desertsunstringband 

 

Dusty River Boys 
Rich Errico  520 818 0358 
Rerrico1@q.com 
 

Greg Morton 
520-682-2558 

 

Los Hombres 
Kenny Erickson   520-235-7473 

 

Manzanita Bluegrass 
Reid Griffin  520-349-4321 

Manzanitabluegrass@dakotaco
m.net 
 
 

Peter Mc Laughlin 
520-529-2992 

 

The Bost Family Tradition 
Jeff Bost   520-432-5053 
JeffBost@earthlink.net 

 

The Busted Cowboy Band 
Jim Koweek   520-455-5387 

 

Titan Valley Warheads 
Ed Davenport   520-622-3699 

 

Way Out West 
Emmy Creigh   520-323-0704 

 

Whistle Stop 
Carol Pearse   623-780-8414 
Whistlestopbluegrass@cox.net 
http://www.myspace.com/
whistlestopbluegrass 
 
 
 

One or more players must be a member 
of the DBA to list your jam or band. 

Jams 
 
All DBA sponsored jams and 
performances are listed on  the 
DBA website at www.
DesertBluegrass.org & on the 
enclosed calendar 
 

 
 
 
Emeritus Retirement Center 
Jam 
8151 S. Speedway Blvd 
2nd Wednesday 
5:30-6:30 PM 
Info: JoAnn  joscuts@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Assn.  
Southwest Community Center 
Cardinal Ave, Tucson, AZ 
Tuesday 7 PM 
Info: Wilbur 520-743-7086 
 
 
 
Tradition Acoustic Bluegrass 
Jam Sessions 
Tempe, AZ 
Wednesday 7-10 PM 
Please call for confirmation of 
dates 
Info: Howard or Susan 
480-897-7425 
 

 
 
 
Catalina Mountain Chapter of 
the AZ Old Time Fiddlers 
Association 
3rd Monday at 7 PM 
Info: Laura 520-743-9491 
 
 
 
Autoharp jam 
Glass Onion Café 
1990 W. River Road 
Tuesday 1-4 PM 
Info: Bonnie 520-349-4812 
 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

For Sale 
 

D41 Martin guitar, 1999, excellent 
shape 
 
F5L Gibson mandolin 1999 
Bill 520- 648-3224 
 
Student cello with bag and bow. 
Bonnie 520-296-1231 
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Letters & E-Mails to the Editor 
 

Hi Bonnie, 
I just wanted to say "Thank You so very much" for posting my shows, It really means so much especially 
knowing how busy you are and taking time from your busy schedule to help promote others musicians 
shows. It truly makes a difference and I have people telling me they only learned of the show from your 
email postings. 
I mentioned the Desert Bluegrass Festival and of the wonderful line up of groups playing and workshops.  
Bonnie again, Thank you very much!!!!! 
Your Friend, 
Greg  (Morton) 
 
Nick Coventry is a violin teacher from Goleta, California who recently moved to Tucson. He performs 
Gypsy jazz around the world and has over 10 years of experience teaching violinists and violists classical 
technique combined with the styles of swing, gypsy, bossa nova and bluegrass plus improvisation.  
www.myspace.com/nickcoventry 
ncoventry@gmail.com 
(805)2521851 
 
From Mike Headrick: 
Dear DBA board,  
I received a handwritten note from Anni Beach which I wanted to share with you. It reads:  
November 5, 2010  
To the Desert Bluegrass Wonderful People,  
Jam Pak had an extraordinary time this past weekend - you did so much to make a great festival and as 
always you made us feel welcome. In these days, Arizona can seem pretty mean to my band members and so 
it is with gratefulness that you made them feel wanted - and me too.  
The members of DBA are so special and it's a joy to be part of you.  
Blessings always  
Anni Beach and Jam Pak 
 
Dear DBA!  
As in years past, I had a great time with all of you and hope that it isn't as long a period of time to see you all 
again! The festival was wonderful, and I will send you a couple few pictures that I took. To those of you who 
don't know, my youngest daughter Renee has moved down to Tucson because she misses it. She took 2 of 
my darling grandchildren with her, so maybe this spring sometime, I will get a chance to come down again, 
who knows? I may pop in on a jam! There are several people I didn't get a chance to see, Bill Breen and his 
wife Lynn, although I saw Bill on stage, and someone told me that they saw Ted Pence sitting in the 
audience, though I did not get a chance to give him a hug. I am sure there are other people I missed as well.  
In May of 2011, the Arizona Old Time Fiddlers holds an acoustic music Jam and camp out at Memory Park 
in Chino Valley, which is where I live and is about 1 mile from my place. Usually this jam is around 
Memorial Day and Ruth Gilpin's birthday is almost always celebrated at this event. The dates of this 
campout have not been posted yet. I believe dry camping is free. I encourage any Tuscon people to come so 
that I can see you all again! We even have a couple of really cool places to stay (The Tea Pot Inn), The 
Primrose Inn, and we have a new hotel!  
Again, It was wonderful to see all of you, thank you very much for having me!  
Carole Davis 
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THE BLUE CANYON BOYS 
Mountain Bound 
Blue Canyon Boys Recordings 
www.bluecanyonboys.com                 review by Marilyn Ryan Hulbert 
 
 

The Blue Canyon Boys is a band from Colorado - first prize winners of 
the 2008 Telluride Bluegrass festival, consisting of Jason Hicks playing guitar, Gary 
Clark on mandolin, Jeff Scroggins on banjo, and Drew Garret holding it all together 
with the bass. The band was founded in 2003. This is their 4th CD. I have the entire 
collection, have played them many times on the air, and I do enjoy their music.  
This band's eclectic and interesting song choices are a combination of original tunes (I 
like that!) and standard, tried and true bluegrass tunes. 
Their harmonies mainly consist of Jason Hicks and Gary Clark sounding like the old 
brother duets. They surely sound like they could be brothers and, in my opinion, they 
do the old style duets really well. The guys switch lead and harmony parts depending 
on the song. Drew adds some baritone vocals on a few tunes. 
 
So.. here are the songs: 
 
Gary's flying fingers play the Bill Monroe instrumental "Kentucky Mandolin" - 
impressive! 
She Left me Standing on the Mountain - written and performed by the Delmore 
Brothers. I really like their version of this song. 
No Worries in my Pocket - Jason wrote this one on the way to his brother-in-law's 
wedding.  
Follow the Leader - a Don Reno instrumental - Jeff does some great banjo playing here. 
Then they sing Matterhorn, a Fred Burch and Mel Tillis song that was recorded by the 
Country Gentlemen back in the old days. 
Gary wrote Rocky Mountain Bound - the Boys do three part harmony on this tune. 
When I Stop Dreaming - a Louvin Brothers song is done really beautifully by Jason 
and Gary. 
Gary wrote Lonesome Hammer - he omitted the 5 chord - he says he's always looking 
for the perfect one chord song. That is not an easy task. 
On the Banks of the Tuckaseegee - Jason had friend who told him of the lawlessness on 
this North Carolina River and inspired him to write this one. 
That Lonesome Bluebird Call is also written by Jason - a brother duet. 
Don't Change - a pop/rock song that works with bluegrass instruments and since I 
don't know this song, it sounds like bluegrass to me! 
Unwanted Love - a Reno and Smiley song done at a quick pace with some nice 
harmonies and quick mandolin rifs!'. 
Jason wrote These Old Broken Heart Blues - good words and some nice brother duet 
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harmony with Gary. 
The CD ends with Bill Monroe's Molly and Tenbrooks - they do a fine version of this 
one - fast pickin', good singin'. 
The Boys have been great about sending me CD's for air play. They are full of 
enthusiasm and really creative, and I like to get their stuff on the radio - they stick 
pretty close to traditional bluegrass - (I don't play or review anything progressive or 
with too many varied chord changes). 
Their vocals are good - mountain sounding - somewhere between Colorado and 
Carolina.  
Their playing is clean and inventive. 
You can see their performance schedule, order their CDs, and listen to their music on 
their website www.bluecanyonboys.com. They also sell through CD Baby, Music Shed 
and County Sales. 
720-855-3709 is where you can call to order. 
 
I really like the Blue Canyon Boys and think you will too. 
I miss you all - pick one for me! 
Marilyn 
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“A standing ovation” – San Francisco Chronicle 

WOODY GUTHRIE’S AMERICAN SONG 
Songs and writings by Woody Guthrie 
Conceived and adapted by Peter Glazer 
 
Directed by Randal Myler 
 

Tucson: November 27 - December 18, 2010 
Temple of Music and Art 
330 S. Scott Ave. Tucson, AZ 85701 
 
Phoenix: December 30, 2010 – January 16, 2011 
Herberger Theatre Center  
222 E. Monroe, Phoenix, AZ 85004  
 
 

Bound for Glory, Nine Hundred Miles, This Land Is Your Land. We all know them and we’ve 
all sung them – songs about the open road, fighting for one’s rights, and the beauty of nature.  
Now meet the man that brought them all to life.  As he looked for work and his next meal, 
Woody sang the stories of a whole nation determined to survive the Great Depression.  Pull 
up a chair and join with us in discovering and celebrating the great American who gave our 
country its voice. Directed by Randal Myler, who brought ATC audiences Hank Williams: 

Lost Highway, It Ain’t Nothin’ But the Blues and Love, Janis. 
 

Mention “AMERICANA” at time of purchase 
and receive $5 off per ticket with no limits or restrictions. 

Prices start at $35 (before discount).  Groups of 8 or more receive 20% off.  Call the Arizona 
Theatre Company Box Office at (520)622-2823 or (602)256-6995 or visit 
www.arizonatheatre.org to reserve your tickets today! 
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have hosted an exciting monthly jam at Saddlebrooke. Many of these performances and 
jams have been a significant source of income to the DBA.  
Barbara Van Hosen, our treasurer, tells us the DBA finances are very healthy. In fact, we 
have more money in the bank than we have ever had as an organization. That translates into 
an even better festival in 2011.  
 
So, in reflecting on 2010, I share with you that the state-of-the-grass for the DBA is very 
green indeed. This never would have been possible without the faithful dedication we’ve 
seen from so many of our members. I said it before and I will say it again, the single great-
est resource that we have as an organization is our members. Here’s bidding farewell to 
2010, and looking expectantly to a new year and exciting possibilities.  
 
Keep On the Grass, 
 
“Doc” Simpson 
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President's Message (continued) 

Welcome to Our New Members 
 

 
Ed Davenport - Tucson                                                        Earl Edmonson – Tucson 
Barry Martin – Buckeye                                                      Kathy & Dave Murbach – Mesa 
Steve Zinn - Tucson                                                             John Sellers – Oro Valley 
Eloise Sandy - Tucson                                                         Daniel Stolte – Tucson 
Carol Webb – Tucson 
White Mountain Banjo Works – Phoenix 
Seth & Colleen Ostrander – Green Valley 
 

WOODY GUTHRIE'S AMERICANA 

 
 
 

As a special offer to members of the DBA. 
mention "AMERICANA" at 
time of purchase and receive   
$5 off per ticket. 

 
 
 

Ticket office 520-622-2823 
Or www.arizonatheatre.org 

17th STREET MARKET CLINIC 
 
 

December 18th 

 
 
 

 “Singing Bluegrass Harmonies” Clinic  
led by Titan Valley legends  

Earl Edmondson, Gary Kuitert, and Ed 
Davenport. 

 
 
 

For further info: Marshall @ 520-907-9698 
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Once again The Desert Bluegrass Association put on a superb festival. But never in a place like the AVA 
Amphitheater of Casino Del Sol. It was fabulous for performers and audience alike. Lush grass for tenting, 
covered seating, lots of food, entertaining bands, and all the gracious hosts of DBA and the Casino. We 
made new friends with other band people. The encouragement and gifts and instruments that were received, 
from those who enjoyed Jam Pak, were just plain great and help keep us moving forward. 
JP2 , a small band within Jam Pak, took second place in the Friday night band contest. It was their third 
year to compete and we were all thrilled for them. They played a short set on Sunday and Rick Rhodes 
joined them on bass as our beautiful bass woman Joelle had another commitment. Rick gave his expertise 
and helped them in a great way. We are grateful to him for stepping in. 
 
As I look at the DVD from the Saturday performance, I see that we stretched from one side of the stage to 
the other and even with the risers for the back row. I think there were 37 of us. It's always a miracle that we 
stay together most of the time, and because of Old Sound Blue's attention to detail, we are heard. John 
Hallet of Memory Makers has already produced a beautiful DVD which we use as a teaching tool. "Gotta 
smile, guys!" We will incorporate the suggestions concerning solos and speeches so that the audience can 
tell who is doing what. The blue hats instituted by Judy and Howard Meade made us show up like neon 
lights against the black stage. 
 
We sang Howard Anderson's original song "Cabin John" a true story from Washington, DC. It is an 
absolute favorite of Jam Pak and the youngsters vie for solos. We sang Mark Hickler's song he wrote for 
Anni's mother when she lived in their home called "Jesus, Make a Way for Mother". So many memories 
with that beautiful song-some of the Jam Pak kids are grown up now but still performing and they were 
there to sing that song when Florine DuFresne died in 2003. For the end of our Saturday performance, 
Thomas Porter, songwriter, joined us on stage and led the song he wrote in honor of Vincent Beach, Father 
of Jam Pak, called "Simple Box of Pine". What a wonderful moment-we love every word and every note 
and every memory. And finally, when Bill Breen said to do an encore because everyone was on their feet 
after "Simple Box of Pine", we finished with Jam Pak's original song "Jam Pak Blues". 
 
There is a very special little woman, who the kids think is Anni's twin, named Banjo Wells. She set up shop 
next to the Jam Pak Instrument Petting Zoo and booth, providing wonderful crafts for all our band all 
weekend. Making "slime" was a favorite of everyone except the adults. Everyone is still wearing their bead 
bracelets and we have lots of Mexican paper flowers. So pretty. What a woman!  
 
Brooke Miner sponsored Jam Pak's performance again this year. It was in memory of Vincent and his great 
contributions to helping Jam Pak. Brooke's husband Mark played in the band BluegAZ Express along with 
Howard Anderson ,Paul Wilson, and Keith Olds. They were eventually joined by Mike Headrick. Mark 
was an early mentor of Anni and Jam Pak. His Kay bass, bearing his name, and wearing his hat at home, is 
in every performance-we also play for him. 
 
We are grateful and happy for every kind word, instrument, and financial gift that comes our way. 
Bluegrass of Arizona shines. For additional information see www.jampak.com.  
 
Anni Beach 

JAM PAK GOES TO TUCSON 
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DESERT BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION  
7878 E. Cloud Road 
Tucson, AZ 85750-2819 
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