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Good Pickin’ Has Strings Attached

By E. Rufus Rogers

Never underestimate the importance of a
good set of strings on your guitar (or any
other bluegrass acoustic instrument). Hav-
ing a bad set of strings on a reasonably
good playing guitar is like winning an
Olympic gold medal and being so proud of
it you have it bronzed. If you find your
strings are sounding like thumping baling
wire then read on.

We’ve come a long way from the ol’ cat
gut strings ~ which incidentally, were for
the most part made from sheep innards. As
we know, bluegrass acoustic guitars are
strung with six strings of varying thick-
nesses that are tuned to concert pitch. Con-
cert pitch means they are designed for a
specific and limited range. From a practical
perspective this means don’t over-tune
them; they’ll break. The first two strings (E
and B) on an acoustic guitar are usually
solid steel strings; the rest are wound
strings around steel cores.

The various metals used for wire winding
is particularly noteworthy for bluegrass
guitar pickers. In general, most bluegrass
guitarists prefer gold or yellow strings con-
structed of bronze, brass, and other various
alloys. This is in contrast to silver or white
strings made of nickel, silver plating,
stainless steel, and nickel alloys commonly
found on our electric guitar brethren.

Equally noteworthy are the various string
gauges and the relationship strings gauges
have to string tension once tuned to concert
pitch. This relationship significantly influ-
ences the sound and how the guitar plays.
String manufacturers offer strings in
“matched” sets of varying thicknesses.
Bear in mind that lighter strings are easier
to press down and bend on the fingerboard

but are not as loud and do not sustain as
well as heavier strings.

Special bluegrass guitar sets commonly
hover around the medium gauge with the
higher strings leaning toward the light
side. You can purchase “Bluegrass” sets
from several manufacturers. The blue-
grass sets facilitate the hard driving per-
cussive sound on the lower and thicker
strings and empbhasize the high flat-
picking leads on the higher thicker
strings. Popular sets would include the
Martin Bluegrass Gauge SP PhosBronze
Guitar Strings, D'Addario EJ19 Phos-
phor Bronze MedLght Bluegrass(12-56),
and John Pearse 650LM Phosphor
Bronze Bluegrass Strings (12-56).

Good strings can get a little pricey but
are well worth the investment in sound
quality, playability, and because of spe-
cial protective coatings from sweat often
last longer while maintaining audible
integrity. Nevertheless, like most good
things, they do not last forever. Eventu-
ally they break as they lose flexibility
and deteriorate from perspiration and
normal use. However, heavy rhythmic
strumming, over tightening, weak spots
from kinks, and sharp edges on guitar
string support hardware can send even
the best quality strings into early retire-
ment.

One very important disclaimer is that
you should refer to your instrument
manufacturer’s recommendations and
guidelines when it concemns replacing
strings. This is particularly warranted
when considering heavier gauge strings
on vintage and expensive acoustic instru-
ments. You may unknowingly void your
manufacturer’s warranty.

So, there you have it. Now get out there
and pick a good set of strings!

Festival continued....

good jamming, jamming at night, the eve-
ning singing. Brought memories of my
grandfather's music

This is our first time to a BG festival. We'll
go more! Today was my first BG festival -
really enjoyed it -the music, the food the
weather. This was my first BG festival,
really enjoyed the two days. It is my 1st
time @ a BG festival and I really enjoyed
the music & friends. 1st Bluegrass Festi-
val - thanks. Our first bluegrass festival -
love it! This was our first bluegrass festi-

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
RULES CHANGE

The board considered a proposal to
adapt a single renewal date for all DBA
members, which will ease the task of re-
minding members when their membership
is expiring. After discussion, the board ap-
proved a common membership renewal
date each year of March 1. New members,
joining after Nov 1 of any year, will have
their membership extended throughout the
next membership year. New members join-
ing prior to Nov 1 of any year will need to
renew their membership on the following
March 1. Existing members who renew
their membership between now and March
1, 2005 will have their membership ex-
tended until March 1. 2006. All other exist-
ing members will need to renew their
membership on March 1, 2005.

If you have any questions regarding your
individual membership, contact Member-
ship Secretary Fran Riggs at
frantriggs@aol.com or (520) 490-4560 or
Bonnie Lohman at basslady@att.net or
(520) 296-1231.

val Excellent - 1st time attendance but
not the last. This was my first bluegrass
festival in AZ and I hope to attend
many more in Tucson & AZ. This is iny
1st time but I'll be back - congratula-
tions & Thanks for a job well done. We
enjoy the music and friends & family.
One of our favorite festivals. I hope that
this festival continues for many years to
come. It has become a yearly outing. It
is great. I enjoy this festival every year,

NEW DBA JAM IN
NORTHWEST TUCSON !!11!

WHERE: ESPRESSO TO GO
TUSCANY COFFEE

16000 BLOCK OF ORACLE IN
CATALINA

WHEN: FRIDAY NIGHT 6PM TO
OPM *** STARTING OCTOBER
8TH Jams will continue October 15,
October 29, November 5, November 19
December 3 and December 17

WHO'’S INVITED?: Everyone who
plays bluegrass and old country on tra-
ditional acoustic instruments.

HBOW TO GET THERE: This is a little
house behind the espresso stand near
Arby’s and Mi Tierra Mexican Restau-
rant. 16.6 miles north of River/ 1.4
miles north of Golder Ranch road- on
the right going north. From the north
it’s 1.4 miles south of Saddlebrooke
Bivd.

I would especially appreciate it if we
could get support for this “Jam” since:
it’s 4 miles from my homel —I really
would like to see this become a success.

FURTHER INFORMATION -
PLEASE CONTACT

JERRY HINZ Ph#: 818-9493




BANDS

Ad Hoc Committee, Nile
(520)318-0659
Bluegraz Express, Mark Miner
(520) 881-5064
Casco Bay Boys, Gabe
(520) 481-5578
Canyonaires Gospell Group, Donna
(520) 358-2669
Crucial County
Earl Tate (480) 694-9882
Rudy Cortese:(520) 320-1905
Crystal Ridge, Tom Carpenter
(520) 488-8185 azcarp@msn.com
Flint Hill Special, Glew Wilbourn
(928) 634-3411
Gold Rusty, Jan or Mike
(490) 982-4938
Morton & O’Connor
Tim O’Connor
(520) 647-3095
Out of the Blue, Emmy Creigh
(520) 323-0704
Rockytop, Rasemary Snow
(520) 622-6973
Salt Creek, Roland
(520) 803-0078
. (520) 378-4977 Mike
Shadow Mountain, Bill Breen
(520) 544-2418
The Busted Cowboy Band, Jim Koweek
.(520) 455-5387
The McNasty Brothers, Lucky Robinson
-(520) 671-1211
The Shady Creek Band, Candice Miracle
" (623) 842-1102
Titan Valley Warheads; Ed Davenport
(520) 622-3699
The Tylers, Kathy Tyler
(623) 584-1552
_ Fax (623) 584-4396
Peter McLaughlin & Chris Brashear
(520) 529-2992
The Bost Farhily Traditions
Jeff Bost
520-364-3030 jeffbost@earthdink.net

INSTRUCTION

John Dawson, bluegrass mandolin &
guitar

(885-5464
Peter McLaughlin, flatpick & bluegrass
guitar

Beginner & advanced (520)529-2992

Greg Morton,. contemporary bluegrass
guitar

(520) 682-2558
Gmerton@theriver.com
Mike Purdy, guitar & mandolin

(520) 318-0659
Ross Nickerson, banjo

(866) 322-6567

(520) 792-0671
Lindianne Sarno, fiddle

(520) 325-8752
Mike Wallner, banjo, Scruggs, melodie
& clawhammer (520) 327-8259
JP. Thom-Gronachan, banjo, guitar,
mando, fiddle, theory 682-6201

JAMS

All DBA sponsored jams and perform-
ances are listed separately onthe en-
closed calendar.

Tuesday 7 PM
Southern AZ Old Time Fiddlers Assn
Southwest Community Center
Cardinal Ave. Tucson
Info: Bob Clayton (520) 721-6821

Wednesday 7-10 PM
Trad. Acoustic Bluegrass Jams
Tempe, AZ
Please call for confirmation of dates
Info: Howard or Susan

Saturday 11AM—2 PM

Surplus City on Wilcox Avenue
Sierra Vista, AZ
Info: Mike (520) 378-4977
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ABMA open jams
Info: (602) 678-0041 for dates &
directions. Locations vary, so
call first. All are welcome re-
gardless: of ability or style

Catalina Mountain Chapter of the
AZ OM Time Fiddlers Assoc
Info: Laura (520) 743-9491

Southern Arizona Old Time Fiddlers
Ass'n
Southwest Community Center
5950'S. Cardinal Ave. Tucson
Info: Ray Blumenstetter (520) 747-
2157

ASSOCIATIONS

Arizona BG & Old Time Musicians
Assn,
5025'N Central Ave, #477
Phoenix, AZ 85012
Info: (520) 678—0041
www.arizonabluegrass.org
E-mail: theabma@arizonabluegrass.
org

Arizona Bluegrass Association
14207 N 33rd Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85053
Info; Lloyd! Anderson (602) 993-
6801
E-mail: lloydand@juno.com
www.azbluegrass.org

So. Arizona Old Time Fiddlers Assn.
PO Box 5334
Tucson, AZ 85703
Info: Ray Blumenstetter (520) 747-
2157

EVENTS, ETC.

Titan Valley Warheads
Li’ll Abner’s Steakhouse
8501 N Silverbell Road, Tucson
Sundays 6:30-9:30 PM
Info: Ed Davenport.(520) 622-3699

Greg Morton & Friends

Tuesday evenings 8-12

French Quarter

3149 E, Grant Road

318-4767

Greg invites musicians to join him on
stage to share in am evening of music.

Shadow Mountain
December 27 Gaslight Theater
December 31 Hidden Valley Inn
January 8 Green Fire Bookstore
See shadewmountain.com for more:
information

18th Annual Blythe Bluegrass Festival
Colorado River Fairgrounds
January 14, 15 & 16 2005
call Blythe Area Chamber of Commerce
(760) 922-8166

The Bluegrass Radio Show with Milo
Saturday and Sunday 10 AM—12 noon
KXCI 913 FM
{520) 622-5924 Requests

The World of Music & Dance in AZ
http://www.gened.arizona.edu/mus334/
index.html

Festival and concert listing database,
recently opened the Bluegrass Store-
www.bluegrassworks.com

319-9447.

Paesold Fiddle, made in Ger-
many, full size, hard case, $700
or best offer, call Theresa at
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December

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
] 1 2 3 4
| 7-8p Rincon Market |7-8p Workshop Udall | 6-8p Tuscany Coffee
1iam @ 2513 E 6th St | Park 7200 E.Tanque | House jam at 16000
nfo: 670-0181 Verde Road Info: block Oracle in
296-1231 Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
3-5p Udall Park jam 7-8p Workshop Udall | 6-8p Tuscany Coffee
@ 7200 E Tanque Park 7200 E. Tanque | House jam at 16000
Verde Info:791-4877 Verde Road Info: block Oracle in
296-1231 Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
12 13 14 16 16 17 18
6:30-9p Builders 7-9p Workshop 6-9p Tuscany Coffee
Lodge #80 jam @ Udall Park 7200 House jam at 16000
450 N Pantano E.Tanque Verde block Oracle in
Info:286-9381 Road Info: 296-1231 | Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
L 5 j
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
2-§p Country West 7-9p Workshop Udall |* NO JAM
jam @ 2660 W Park 7200 E. Tanque
Ruthrauff Road Verde Road Info:
Info:293-7300 286-1231




January .

Sunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
3-5p Udall Park jam 7-8p Rincon Market | 7-9p Workshop Udall | 8-9p Tuscany Coffee
@ 7200 E Tanque jam @ 2513 E 6th St | Park 7200 E.Tanque |House jam at 16000
Verde Info:791-4877 Info: 670-0181 Verde Road Info: block Oracle in
296-1231 Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
7-9p Workshop Udall | 8-8p Tuscany.Coffee
Park 7200 E. Tanque | House jam at 16000
Verde Road Info: block Oracle in
296-1231 Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
N ,1 ) .
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
2-8p Country West 6:30-8p Builders 7-8p Workshop 6-9p Tuscany Coffee
jam @ 2660 W Lodge #60 jam @ | Udall Park 7200 House jam at 16000
Ruthrauff Road 450 N Pantano E.Tanque Verde bleck Oracle in
Info:293-7300 Info:266-9381 Road info: 286-1231 | Catalina [nfo:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
7-8p Workshop Udall | 6-8p Tuscany Coffee
Park 7200 E. Tanque | House jam at 16600
Verde Road Info: block Oracle in
286-1231 Catalina Info:Jerry
Hinz 818-9493
: 30
1-4p General
Membership Meeting
Udall Park Rooms 2+
3






